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The Neighbourhood
Meeting 2018
Find out
what is
going on in
Park Hill

Spring 2018
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We need your
subscription, please
We need subscriptions for the
coming year. Go to page 5 to
find out what happens to your
yearly subscription fee.
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Ambitious plans for
our parks
Two years ago the council
appointed consultants Treves
to look at Croydon parks.
They have now reported back
with some bold ideas.
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Park Hill Personalities
Ian Brown is our Park Hill
Personality. We talk to him
about his work with the
performing arts.

Come to the Park Hill
Neighbourhood Meeting
(formerly known as the AGM)

Pages 11 & 12

on Thursday, 17 May 2018
at 8.00pm

Here & There
Turn to pages 11 and 12 this
edition to read about our
boundaries litter collection, the
St Valentine’s burglary at the
Kiosk, Council elections on 3rd
May, extra platforms at East
Croydon station and Park Hill
Park Peace Garden.

St Matthew’s Church,
Chichester Road
What’s happening?
• The Residents’ Association: what it’s been
doing and what it plans to do.
• Question and Answer Session
• Our MP Sarah Jones, our Local Councillor and
the Police Safer Neighbourhood Team have
been invited.
• Find out the answers to the questions
you want to ask.

Page 13
How long is the
meeting?
The meeting is
Ninety Minutes with
a refreshment break.

London Plan
How the Mayor’s new Plan
could affect us.
This newsletter is distributed to
2,700 households in Park Hill.

																																

Feeling lonely?
Fed up of cooking for one?
Need extra help in the day?

A.W. NOKES
PROPERTY MAINTENANCE & REPAIR
(EST. 1990)

Regular monthly,
bi-weekly, or
weekly service to
coincide with your
requirements. We
also offer a spring
cleaning service.

07860 367 857 (mobile)
01293 528 879 (home)
www.maggies.cleaning

Our new Day Care service, the 1596 Club, is open to all older
people, Monday to Friday 10am – 4pm and costs just £20 a day.
You can enjoy:
Friendship in our warm communities
A varied range of social activities
Transport to and from your front door*

Tel: 0793 2032395/020 8651 4260
• Extra sockets
• House rewiring

A hot or cold freshly prepared meal
Pampering - podiatry, hairdressing
and assisted baths*

• Heating
• Lighting points
• Security lighting
• Office rewiring

We welcome you to visit us as regularly as you like at:

• Maintenance

Wilhelmina House, 21 Park Hill Rise, CR0 5JF
Whitgift House, 76 Brighton Road, CR2 6AB
Proud to be part of

D. J. TAYLOR & SON

Interested?
Drop in, call us on 020 8256 1596
or email enquiries@whitgiftcare.co.uk
*subject to additional costs

DOMESTIC &
COMMERCIAL

Interior/exterior painting and
decorating, fencing, tiling,
carpentry, gutter clearing, plus
all your maintenance needs.
- No job too small
- Quality work at affordable prices
- Free Estimates
- Local to area
- Fully insured

Tele/fax: 020 8462 7066
Mobile: 07710 425 877
email: anokes@btinternet.com
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W E D D I N G P H OT O G R A P HY & V I D E O G R A P HY

For your very special day, I offer you a reportage style
of coverage which includes a mix of high definition
photographs and videography, the latter edited in a
creative and sensitive manner. I will supply your high
resolution images and an MP4 movie file on a flash drive
memory stick which makes it very convenient for all your
family and friends to share the memories of the day.
• All day event coverage.
• Combined photography & video
service from as little as £395.
• Cropped and enhanced images
available for access the next day.
• Video up to 1.5 hours in length.
• Edited video delivered within 7 days.
• Glowing client testimonials.
For further information, please
contact James on: 07580316998
creative.james@hotmail.co.uk

CROYDON PHILHARMONIC CHOIR
SEASON 2018

Summer Concert
Rossini Pe>te Messe Solonelle
Saturday 16 June 7.30pm
Croydon Minster, Church Street, Croydon CR0 1RN

The Joy of Music
Saturday 17 November
St Mildred’s Church, Addiscombe CR0 7EB

Christmas Cheer
Monday 17 December
St MaQhew’s Church, Croydon CR0 5NQ
>ckets@croydonphilharmonic.org or pay at the door

88mm x 129mm

Wills/Lasting Powers
of Attorney

• Prepared by a Solicitor at a fixed charge
• All appointments in your home
• Daytime or evening
• No VAT
Visit: www.gmwatts.com
or call 020 8657 0391
Geraldine Watts LL.B. Solicitor
2A Ridge Langley
Sanderstead CR2 0AR

Subscriptions for the coming year to the
Residents Association are now due. The
subscription is now £5.
We have over 300 members and we are very
grateful to them for their support. But we
represent 2,600 households and we’d like to
have more of you as members.
Please join the Association if you aren’t already
a member – or renew your subscription if you
are a member.
Here is what your subscription does and how
you can pay it.

www.croydonphilharmonic.org
Registered Charity 21308

Find us on Facebook

and plantings and our website.
• it helps cover the running expenses of the
Association, such as hiring the hall for the AGM
and refreshments there. (Committee members pay
for postage and stationery themselves).

How can you pay your subscription?
• the Road Steward who distributes this Newsletter
may call on you;
• you can pay at the AGM on 17 May;
• you can send your subscription of £5 to our
Membership Secretary using the form on page 8.

• it helps cover the cost of this Newsletter which
appears three times a year. The money we get
from advertisers does not cover the full cost of
producing and printing the Newsletter.

• you can pay your subscription by internet
transfer. The sort code for our bank account is
30-92-45 and the account number is 01330171.
(The account is held with Lloyds TSB, George
Street, Croydon). Please give your postcode as a
reference).

• it helps with special projects such as new trees

Thank you for your help.

What happens to your subscription?
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www.jamesmillerweddingphotography.moonfruit.com

WE NEED YOUR SUBSCRIPTION, PLEASE!

HELP WANTED!

We are looking for a volunteer to manage the adverWe are
looking
for a volunteer
toNewsletter.
help with the
tising
in the
Residents
Association
This is
website
and
help us tojob.
develop
our
aAssociation’s
varied, interesting
and
worthwhile
The duties
presence
on social media...
would
include:You• dealing
need towith
be able
to:- about advertising in the
enquiries
Newsletter
(including rates and format) from a
• Maintain
a website
range of organisations;
• Control access to it
• receiving copy from advertisers and arranging for
• Help other member of the Committee who wish
this to be inserted in the Newsletter;
to use the website
• after publication, billing advertisers at the agreed
• Commission
necessary
improvements
the
rate, keepingas
records
of amounts
paid andtoensuring
website
that the amount due is paid.
• Enable
the Association
get the
maximum
The
Newsletter
is publishedtothree
times
a year – in
benefit
from
the website
April,
July and
December
– and much of the work falls
around
that our
time.
The hours
vary a great deal
• Develop
presence
ontherefore
social media
but do not amount to more than a few hours a week at
Youtime.
will need
to have
appropriate skills; to be able
any
You need
to be:to •work
on
your
own
but
also to work closely with
well-organised;
others
as
part
of
our
team.
Theand
amount of work
• able to work on your own;
would vary but should not exceed a few hours a
• have basic computer skills.
month.
Experience of dealing with the public and keeping simple
Interested?
financial records would be an advantage. Interested?
Please
intouch
touchwith
with
our
Chair
John
Ingman
Please get
get in
our
Chair,
John
Ingman
on:
at john.ingman@blueyonder.co.uk
or
phone
020 8681 2355 or email:
020 8681 john.ingman@blueyonder.co.uk
2355.
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AMBITIOUS PLANS FOR OUR PARKS
– BUT ARE THEY MORE THAN THAT?
Two years ago the Council appointed consultants Treves to look
at a number of Croydon’s parks including Lloyd Park and Park
Hill Recreation Ground and how they could be developed. The
consultants have now reported and have put forward some
bold ideas.
Lloyd Park for instance would become a ‘Lively Country Park’.
The café would be opened up with a terrace towards the
park and a play space. There would be an accessible nature
trail round the sports fields; a new cycle route; dog controlled
areas ; improved sports facilities; a surfaced connection to a
viewpoint; and ‘gentle landforms’ would be created. Total bill
£1.267m.
Park Hill Recreation Ground would be transformed – with the
Water Tower made into a ‘revenue-raising venture’; the rose
garden restored; a new rain garden; a new entrance area with
café and toilets; the shelter made into a ‘community hub’; new
play areas and outdoor fitness equipment; a multi-use games
area. Total bill £3.533m - of which £2m would be for the
Water Tower and £500,000 for the new entrance.
There is, however, no money to do any of these things.

The report looks at various funding options but the most the
Council will say is that they will work with partners to secure
funding and explore opportunities. This will enable some of the
recommendations in the plans to be delivered; they ‘will remain
as draft proposals until funding is secured’. It is clear that there
is little prospect of achieving more than a few of the proposals
in the foreseeable future – and it is to the Council’s credit that
they have not tried to raise hopes.
The Council say that they are hard pressed because of
the severe reductions in grants from central government.
But doesn‘t that make the choices they make even more
important? They loaned £3m to Boxpark – what a difference
that would have made to Croydon’s parks. The consultants
for this exercise apparently cost the Council about £100,000.
Surely this money could have been spent on a few basic
improvements to Croydon’s parks – like new toilets at Park Hill
which have been promised for years.

• Reliable and friendly service
• Fully Insured
• References supplied
• Top quality finish
For a free, comprehensive estimate
and advice, call David Wilson on
020 8654 6227 or 07960 073 604

**More information about events in both parks this summer is
in the ‘Here and There’ section.

email: homedec.david@yahoo.co.uk

Ray Colbran, Hon Secretary of the Whitgift Estate
Residents’ Association, looks at the story behind
Lloyd Park.

somewhere. If you go onto the British Museum website and
search for “Worcester Porcelain Lloyd” you get 378 objects. You
can see images of them but only a few articles are on display.

As reported above, the Council is considering ambitious plans to
develop Lloyd Park. But have you ever wondered why it is called
Lloyd Park?

Frank directed that after his death his daughter (Mrs Garwood)
should give Lloyd Park to Croydon. In fact the amount given by
the Deed of Gift dated 16 December 1930 was just 23½ acres.
The area given covered roughly the part that now contains the
football pitches, the bowling green and the tram stop not going
as far as the present children’s playground. The rest was still
farmland - and my old neighbour told us that when she first
moved to Ranmore Avenue, there were cows over the fence at
the bottom of her garden.

Frank came from a very large family. His father who had
founded the business had no less than nineteen children. Frank,
who was the eldest son of the fifteen children from his father’s
second marriage, was selected by his father to take over the
business. In the 1890s Frank moved to Croydon and lived in
Coombe House – now the Cedars School – on Coombe Road
until his death in 1927.

Painting & Decorating,
Home Maintenance & Repair

Less talk, more action, please.

WHY LLOYD PARK?

It is named after Frank Lloyd. Frank Lloyd was a highly successful
publisher and printer at the end of the Nineteenth Century.
Lloyd’s News was in fact the first newspaper to sell more than a
million copies, in 1896.

HomeDec

Frank’s first gift to Croydon was to buy and then donate the
lower slopes of Addington Hills. This was added to the upper
part that Croydon Corporation (as it was then known) had
already bought and, of course, we enjoy them to this day. In
that case Frank actually got something in return as Croydon
Corporation agreed to divert a public footpath which passed
through this land. Even so I think Croydon did very well out of
the deal.

When Mrs Garwood in turn died, she left her land to her
unmarried daughters. She asked that before disposing of
Coombe Park and Coombe Farm they should offer them for sale
to Croydon Corporation. Negotiations for the gift of part of the
area and the sale of the rest went on for a long time. Eventually,
however, the daughters gave the whole area to Croydon and
the deed dated 11 February 1960 states that the daughters were
willing to “confer even greater benefits on the public” and gave
133.2 acres – a remarkable gift. The generous contribution of
the Garwood daughters to Croydon goes largely unrecognised
and is not even mentioned in the history page on the Council
Website but one could certainly argue that really it should be
called the Garwood Park.

Another example of his philanthropy was to build up a collection
of about 400 pieces of Royal Worcester porcelain for the
purpose of donating it to the British Museum. This is said to
be the second best such collection in the world but, sadly, all
but two or three pieces seem to be hidden away in storage

I hope that when the time comes to develop the park, Croydon
Council will remember the terms of the original gift from the
Lloyd family - for exercise, education and recreation – and that
they will in some way mark the family who gave a park to
Croydon and to whom we owe so much.

Abbots Green, Croydon

M & A CONTRACTORS
BATHROOM & KITCHEN
INSTALLATIONS

• Property maintenance
• All building work
• Plumbing, tiling, electrical
• Same day response
Tel: 01883 623 621
Mobile: 07828 195 186
Established 25 years

OVEN CLEANING SERVICE
in Your Own Home
using eco-friendly products

No job too small!
• Installation
• Servicing
• Maintenance
• Immersion heaters
• Landlord certificates
• Emergencies
• Fully Insured

Single Ovens ....£40
Hobs...................£15
Extractors..........£15
Replace Bulbs..... £5
Microwaves.......£15

Call: 020 8657 2803
Mobile: 07973 292027

Also repairs to: cookers, ovens, washing
machines, dishwashers and dryers.
Installation; microwave testing

Gas Safe Registered
(105136)

Mobile: 07960 272 493
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Park Hill Personalities:
We talk to Ian Brown about his work with the performing arts.
’All the world’s a stage . . .’ said
Shakespeare, ‘And one man in his time
plays many parts.’ That’s certainly true
of Ian Brown – musician, actor, teacher,
director, Sound of Music guide and
Area Principal for the Helen O’Grady
Drama Academy.
Let’s start with the Helen O’Grady
Drama Academy. The Academy
encourages young people to develop
themselves and their skills through
drama classes. As Area Principal, Ian is
responsible for organising 1 hour- long
classes each week in term-time, in 14
centres in the Croydon area - including
Park Hill. Around 540 youngsters aged
5-18 attend these classes. They are part
of a national and international network:
49 centres in the UK with 15,000
children a year; 50,000 children in 26
countries across the world.
The Academy is not a talent school.
Its aims are broader – to develop
confidence and self- esteem, to improve
skills in verbal communication and to
increase effective social interaction.
To do this, the classes seek to develop
speech and language and movement as
well as improvisation and acting skills.
All the pupils participate in a specially
written end-year show which shows off
the skills they have learnt. There are no
lead roles or star turns in these shows
– the aim is to get everyone on stage
enjoying themselves.
It is fascinating, says Ian, to see how
quickly youngsters develop. Just
recently, a shy five year old who
would not leave his father’s side was
confidently stepping out on his own

in just three weeks. The maximum size
of class is 25 and the fees are roughly
£100 a term. Some children come back
year after year. Others come for shorter
periods. ‘It’s a demanding job’ says
Ian - giving classes, keeping tabs on
class numbers, recruiting and training
teachers (though there is no shortage,
of applicants) and sorting out venues.
But it is immensely rewarding - in
seeing the difference it makes to the
lives of young people and their parents.
Virtually all his life Ian has been
involved with the performing arts.
First music - at Trinity School where he
sang in the Trinity Boys Choir under
the redoubtable David Squibb and
played the euphonium in the School
Orchestra. He went on – with his
euphonium – to Salford University
where he played in the University
Orchestra and studied French and
German as well as Music. When he
graduated, he came back to Croydon
and looked for work. Jobs were hard
to find at that time in the 1980s but he
was able to use his languages, working
with Europ Assistance and Mondial to
help stranded motorists - and in doing,
so, learnt a lot of French and German
words for car parts. (He has never
forgotten that ‘cylinder head gasket’
is ‘joint de culasse’ in French and
‘Zylinderkopfdichtung’ in German.)
Then acting. He’d seen the Mitre
Players who are linked with Trinity Old
Boys when he was at school. He joined
the company when he graduated and
since then, he has worked with a range
of local groups including CODA, the

Finally there is ‘The Sound of Music’. He first saw the film
when he was a child and has loved it ever since. He went
to Salzburg – the setting of the film - with his parents in
1969 and has revisited it many times. In 2009 he went on
a cycle tour of the scenes in the film and found himself
correcting the guide’s mistakes. The guide suggested that
since he knew so much, he might like to become a guide
himself. So he joined Fraulein Maria’s Bicycle Tours and
every summer since then, he has been guiding cycling
parties round Salzburg and the surrounding area, looking
at the places which feature in the film – four hours a day,
three- four weeks in the summer. People come from a
range of countries – including North and South America,
Australia, Italy, and the Netherlands. It is fascinating, he
says, to see how they all seek to re-live and deepen the
happiness they experienced when they saw the film, as
they visit the places where it was made.

Chipstead Players, the Shirley Players
and the Miller Centre – both as an
actor and a director. He is currently
preparing two shows in April – directing
‘The Ash Girl’ at Chipstead and acting
in Peter Shafffer’s ‘Black Comedy’ with
the Mitre Players. He finds Croydon an
amazing place for amateur drama –‘in
20 minutes’ drive of my house in Park
Hill, there are 20-30 flourishing drama
groups’ he says.
Then teaching – after all teaching is all
about performing. After trying his hand
as a professional actor, Ian took a post
graduate teaching course at Goldsmiths
College and taught languages at
Carshalton Boys School. But teaching
the French subjunctive to bored
schoolboys wasn’t very rewarding and

PLEASE SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL RESIDENTS ASSOCIATION. YOUR SUBSCRIPTION HELPS
TOWARDS THE COST OF THESE NEWSLETTERS AND MAINTAINING OUR WEBSITE

Membership Application Form
I/We wish to join/renew membership of Park Hill Residents Association and enclose a subscription of £5 to cover the
membership to March 2019.

Name(s)...............................................................................................................................................................
Address................................................................................................................................................................
..............................................................................................................................................................................
Please forward your subscription to Fiona Nicol, 10 Selborne Road, Croydon CR0 5JQ

he responded eagerly to an advertisement in the local
paper about an Australian organisation which was looking
for people to help set up a different kind of drama school
in the UK. He joined the Helen O’Grady Drama Academy
23 years ago as one of its first Principals and has been
with them ever since. As he says, it combines his interests
in drama and working with young people (who want to
learn) in a productive way.

Will there be more parts for Ian to play? We are sure that
he will find them; that he will continue to take the stage;
and that he will continue through his work to enhance the
lives of others. We wish him well in new roles.

10

           11

Here & There

SELL YOUR
CAR... FAST!

e

– A Round-up of Local News

£

• Advertise privately – you will be waiting
for the phone to ring before demonstrating
your car to a possible buyer … if they turn
up or don’t end up wasting your time
• Part exchange with a dealer – you may not
get the best price
• Use an on-line car buying service – you may
not receive the price you were quoted

Give me a call, I will come to you to assess
your car and give you a guaranteed price:
any car, any condition, no obligation.
AVOID THE UNCERTAINTY, CALL JAMES AT
THM TO ARRANGE AN APPOINTMENT

07896 627853
8am to 8pm 7 days a week.

OUR BOUNDARIES

• All interior & exterior
work undertaken
• 20 years experience
• Fully insured

• Polite professional service

Tel: 01883 341 780
Mobile: 07946759463

In the last Newsletter, we said that we were looking at
the boundaries of the Association following the changes
which will mean that the area between Addiscombe Road
and Chepstow/Fairfield Roads will be in a separate Council
ward. A number of residents in that area have written to
say that they would like things to continue as they are
and the Committee has agreed that for the time being the
boundaries of the Association will not change. But we need
support from local people to distribute Newsletters in that
area. Let our Chair John Ingman know if you can help. His
e-mail is john.ingman@bueyonder.co.uk

LITTER COLLECTION - 14 JANUARY
We are grateful to all those who collected litter for the
Association Sunday 14 January. Twenty-one bags of lltter
were collected - the largest amount in a long time. This
amount of litter unfortunately reflects just how much litter
there is in the area at present. Please don’t leave it for others
to pick up – do your bit to keep Park Hill clean.

ST VALENTINE’S DAY BURGLARY AT
THE KIOSK

MINTER’S

BUILDERS & DECORATORS

Early on the morning of 14 February, there was a break-in at
the Kiosk in Chichester Road. The main focus of the robbery
was the cupboard with cigarettes and tobacco which was
ransacked. The burglars had clearly planned their attack
carefully – wearing masks and gloves to avoid identification.
We are sorry that JD and his staff had to cope with this and
hope that the burglars will be traced.

COUNCIL ELECTIONS 3 MAY

General Builders
Painting & Decorating
Kitchen & Bathroom fitting
Roofing
Property Maintenance

Tiling
Plastering
Plumbing
Carpentry

CALL US TODAY FOR A FREE QUOTE

020 8655 3202
Family Business Est 1980

PARK HILL PARK
- PEACE GARDEN 2018 AND 2019

Elections for a new Council will take place on Thursday
3 May and polling stations will be open from 7.00am –
10.00pm. These are the first elections with new boundaries:
for the first time there will be a Park Hill/Whitgift Estate ward
with one Councillor to be elected. We encourage you to use
your vote and choose the first Councillor for this new ward.

CROYDON’S BID TO BE LONDON
BOROUGH OF CULTURE FAILS
Croydon has failed in its bid to be London Borough of Culture. It
did not even feature in the eight top bids. We are not surprised.
As we said in our last edition, the Council’s list of achievements
was very thin – Box Park and the roof top cinema on the top
of Centrale. Instead Waltham Forest was awarded the title for
2019 and Brent for 2020 – and each gets up to £1.5m. Perhaps
when the next round comes and the Fairfield Halls have reopened, Croydon may stand a better chance – but the Council
will need to have more to show next time.

The Friends of Park Hill Park are currently creating a
garden dedicated to Peace within the park’s historic walled
community garden.
The Friends are inviting a wide range of Croydon’s religious,
cultural and community groups, as well as local schools, to
create the garden together. The groups are being invited
to select plants that mean peace to their own communities
and bring them to a planting event later this Spring, creating
together a living patchwork of peace.
To allow for the Friends group to fundraise the cost of the
project, and to allow for the growth of the plants, the plan is
to create the peace garden over 2 years.
Various groups have already cleared the planned garden
and are about to lay out a geometric design via pathways,
shrubs and hedges; the communities involved will be
planting their peace plants in the remaining spaces. The
design will be based on the sunken garden at the Horniman
Museum, to reflect the Horniman family’s ties to the area.
The garden will be accessed via new paths through the
existing border hedges and the centre will be opened up to
create a small performance area. This space will allow for
intimate performances to take place in the walled garden in
the future, especially during the Park’s Peace & Well-Being
Festival (23rd June 2018).
It’s planned that the Peace Garden’s central performance
space will eventually have a tiled terracotta floor surrounded
by a low seating area highlighted with unique coloured tiles,
bearing the names or a message from those who’ve helped
fund the garden.
If any person, community or company would like to be
part of this historic project and fund a bespoke A5 sized
ceramic tile in the Peace Garden (cost of £20) then please
get in touch with the Friends of Park Hill Park and Recreation
Ground - Croydon’s Central Park. Their e-mail address is
friendsofparkhillpark@outlook.com
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Here & There
EXTRA PLATFORMS AT EAST CROYDON
(ONE OF THESE DAYS)

enjoyed by the myriad of groups who visit it regularly. They
will be collecting litter at the Park in April and are looking to
plan a schedule of activities. They hope that local residents
will join in.
If you’d like to get involved or have specific skills you
feel would benefit the group (e.g. conservation, events,
website design) please do get in touch with Sai Raza
on: lloydparkfriends@gmail.com.You can also support the
group on: https://twitter.com/LloydParkCR0 and
www.facebook.com/friendsoflloydparkcroydon

GENERAL DATA PROTECTION
REGULATION
This comes into force at the end
of May. It will affect the holding
of data by the Association, and in
particular our e-mail service which
keeps residents up to date with
local developments. We are preparing a privacy statement
to cover information on this service and we will write to
those who currently use it asking them to confirm that they
wish to continue receiving it.
The Government has agreed to fund the planning of a
major project to upgrade East Croydon station and remove
bottlenecks at Selhurst which cause delay. The plans for
East Croydon station include two new platforms and a
new concourse with better access to the platforms ‘and
surrounding areas’. There would be a fly over at Windmill
Junction.
But don’t expect to see anything in the immediate future.
All this means is that work can now start on detailed track
designs and station plans and on a business case for funding
the scheme. Finally there will be full public consultation on
the plans. No firm estimates as to how long this will take.
But if we reckon ten years, we may not be too disappointed.
In the meantime lifts from the platforms at East Croydon
station to the concourse would be very welcome. Many
older people and the disabled find the trek up the ramps at
the end of the journey very hard.

FRIENDS OF LLOYD PARK
Friends of Lloyd Park was formed in the summer of 2017
to act a voice for this 114-acres of park and woodland in
the heart of Croydon. The group will work to ensure this
space retains its green heritage, that it is maintained for the
benefit of its flora and fauna as well as the enjoyment of the
public. So far, they’ve run 5 public meetings, a successful
woodland walk, scrutinised the Lloyd Park Masterplan and
have 40 community members who support their work. They
are seeking to increase this number and raise their profile to
enable local people to get involved and explore how Lloyd
Park can be preserved whilst ensuring it continues to be

NEW ADVERTISING MANAGER
We are pleased to welcome Robert Williams as our new
Advertising Manager. Please contact him if you wish
to advertise in the Newsletter. His e-mail address is:
robertwilliams292929@gmail.com and his phone number is
0203 566 1190

PHIL WOOLGER
We were sorry to learn of the death at Christmas time, after
a long illness , of Phil Woolger, local painter and decorator.
He was a long-standing advertiser in the Newsletter. Many
of his customers in Park Hill became his friends and were
present at his funeral. We send our sympathies to his family.

Your PHRA Committee:
CHAIRMAN - John Ingman
Tel: 020 8681 2355 email: john.ingman@blueyonder.co.uk
ADVERTISING - Robert Williams, Tel: 020 3566 1190 or email:
robertwilliams292929@gmail.com
NEWSLETTER EDITOR/PUBLISHER - John Chambers
Tel: 020 8686 5657 email: jc@jca-design.com
Other members are: Patricia Bonham, Fiona Nicol (Membership),
Ujjal Ghosal (IT), Bill Smart, David Stanton (Treasurer) Dan Andrei
Tutunea (Website) and Robert Webb (Secretary).
The publication of an advertisement in the Newsletter implies no
endorsement by the Association of the advertiser or his/her products
or services. If you use any of the services advertised, please let them
know that you saw the advertisement in this Newsletter. Thank you.

THE LONDON PLAN – WHY WE ARE CONCERNED
ABOUT THE MAYOR’S VISION FOR THE FUTURE
After many years’ work Croydon Council recently
completed a new Plan for Croydon - a framework for
development in the next 10 years. But scarcely was the ink
dry when the Mayor of London announced that he was
proposing a new Plan for the whole of London including
Croydon – and wants this to come into force by 2020. It is
not clear how one Plan relates to the other but it looks as if
the Croydon Plan will need to be revised to take account of
the London Plan, once that is approved.

provision. This would affect a sizeable part of Park Hill. In
our view, this threatens the fabric of the area, removing the
islands of green space which are an essential feature and
destroying its architectural character.

We are concerned about this. The Croydon Plan envisaged
that over 14,000 new homes would be built in the next
ten years. We thought that was very ambitious. However
the Mayor’s Plan calls for nearly 30,000 homes to be built
in Croydon in the next ten years –more than in any other
London Borough.

We have written to protest at these aspects of the Plan.
We have also pressed that new developments should
meet the needs of the population. Too many of the new
developments in Croydon are of small flats which are
quite unsuitable for young families. We desperately need
family homes and also homes which would be suitable for
older people who wish to downsize but are not ready for
care accommodation. We fear that the very demanding
targets for new housing will lead to a focus on the smallest
possible properties. There should be some control on the
mix of housing.

Where will these houses be built? The Mayor has his eye
on small sites –infilling here and there, building in back
gardens, replacing garages with homes, increasing density.
He proposes that of the 30,000 homes to be built in
Croydon, about half – 15,000 – would be built on these
small sites -far more than in any other London Borough . In
particular the Plan encourages intensive development within
800m of rail and Underground stations with no parking

We are not opposed to redevelopment as such. Most
of us would not be living here if Park Hill had not been
redeveloped. But we do not think that the plans should
impose such heavy burdens on Croydon and place such
weight on small sites. We think that if the needs of
Londoners cannot be met by brownfield sites, the time
has come to review the Green Belt and Metropolitan Open
Spaces. Not all of it deserves to be retained indefinitely.
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Ian Eadie Garden
Solutions Ltd.
We are a Croydon based gardening
company who pride ourselves in
delivering a high quality service.
What will you get from us?
· Professional Service
· Expert knowledge
· Attention to detail
Whether you need a tidy up, new planting
or regular maintenance we can offer the
right solution to help revive and transform
your garden.

07968 087 830

65 Oval Road, Croydon, CR0 6BQ

Tel: 07950 839891
Email: ianeadie@hotmail.com
We are fully insured and
hold a waste carrier license.

020 8771 6000 or
07956 975 143

kbannister243@gmail.com

This newsletter is designed and produced for Park Hill Residents Association by John Chambers Associates. (www.jca-design.com)

Whatever your
property needs,
your property
needs Martin & Co.

www.martinco.com
145 Brighton Rd, South Croydon CR2 6EF • Phone: 020 8688 8565 • email: croydon@martinco.com

