RE
E’
W

!
CK
BA
WWW.PHRA.ORG.UK
Issue 136

//

Pa r k H i l l R e s i d e n t s A s s o c i at i o n N e w s l e t t e r

OUR SUPER
CONVENIENCE STORE
In this issue we want to express our thanks to the staff at ‘The
Kiosk’ for their great service over the past 6 months of the Covid-19
pandemic. Many residents have contacted us to say what a godsend
the shop has been, and how much they have appreciated the range of
goods and friendly service available at the store.
It’s almost as if the pandemic has opened
our eyes to the benefits of having such
an asset on our doorstep! In this first
issue after the dreaded virus hit our
community, we pass on your thanks
and appreciation to the staff - so let’s
introduce the main players:
The man in charge of day-to-day
operations is Pirapa, known as ‘Prepa’
(below left). He is there early mornings
from about 7am, and usually returns in
the afternoons. When he’s not there, the
familiar face of Saravanan (Saro) takes
over - he’s been at the shop for around
8 years.

At the weekends
you will find
Kumutha (Kumu)
behind the counter
as the third
member of the
Kiosk team.
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THANK YOU!
We are grateful to everyone
who has made this issue
possible – our advertisers,
our designer, our printers,
our road stewards who
distribute the Newsletter to
your door – and those of you
who support the Association
through your subscriptions.
We report on the activities
of the Association in the past
year and reflect on a range
of topics – from retailing in
Croydon to developments in
Park Hill Park.
We want to take this
opportunity to thank all those
who have helped keep the
community going during the
pandemic, those who have
looked after neighbours and
friends and those who have
maintained essential services.

Newspapers have always been an
important part of The Kiosk’s services,
and their delivery each morning has been
greatly appreciated by all those who enjoy
reading the news as they sit down to
breakfast. Papers arrive around 5am and
are sorted by Robert, Jackie and Darren
- who then go on to deliver them around
Park Hill.
But it’s the range of food, fresh fruit and
vegetables which has really taken off this
year. The Covid-19 lockdown has meant
that many residents depend on getting
their food and other items locally, rather
than going into Croydon or driving to out
of town supermarkets. There’s a new
service for elderly residents who are self
isolating. They can now phone the store
on 8681 6334 with their list of shopping,
pay over the phone and get free delivery,
same day if possible.
Continued on page 8

INSIDE THIS EDITION:
A reminder about paying
your subscriptions.
Articles on: the future
of retailing in Croydon;
new developments in
Park Hill Park; how
we’ve responded to the
pandemic; a report on our
activities and finances
in the past year; how the
Croydon Philharmonic
Choir is meeting the
challenge of the lockdown
– and much else.

Keep up-to-date
with
all local news at www.phra.org.uk This newsletter is distributed to 2,700 households in Park Hill.
AUTUMN
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Ian Eadie Garden
Solutions Ltd.
We are a Croydon based gardening
company who pride ourselves in
delivering a high quality service.

C

M

What will you get from us?
· Professional Service
· Expert knowledge
· Attention to detail
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Whether you need a tidy up, new planting
or regular maintenance we can offer the
right solution to help revive and transform
your garden.
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K

65 Oval Road, Croydon, CR0 6BQ

Tel: 07950 839891
Email: ianeadie@hotmail.com
We are fully insured and
hold a waste carrier license.

“

From day care to full nursing
care, we run a range of different
homes and services to help older
people maintain their
independence in safe, caring
and community focused settings.

Our
Homes

Whitgift House
South Croydon

Wilhelmina House
Park Hill

“ We have seen him
flourishing in a way
he could not do
living alone with
little company.”

Whitgift Care Relative

Whitgift Almshouses
North End

Join our community
whitgiftcare.co.uk
020 8256 1596
AUTUMN 2020
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DECLINE AND FALL

RETAILING IN CROYDON - SOME THOUGHTS
In the 1970s, you had to be in the Fairfield Halls car park
on a Saturday morning by 9.30am to get a space. Leave
it much later and you’d be exiled somewhere on the
outer edge of town – with a long trek to your favourite
department stores. There were three – Grants for the
splurge, Allders for the wide range and Debenhams –
formerly Kennards – for the in-between – plus of course
Marks. Croydon was a suburban success story which
easily beat off its rivals like Sutton or Bromley.

The scheme has been repeatedly postponed and it now
seems very unlikely that this will be built in the current
climate. What’s the point of a big store if everyone is
shopping from home? If John Lewis can’t succeed with a
small store on the Purley Way, what prospects are there
for a bigger store downtown?

NOW

WHAT WENT WRONG?
Lots of things. They can be divided into the problems
that affected Croydon in particular and those which
affected retailing generally.

CROYDON’S PROBLEMS
Croydon Council became complacent and didn’t seem to
realise that people got fed up queuing for a shabby car
park on a Saturday – especially when the traffic got even
worse when the tram system was being built. It cost
more to park in Croydon than it did elsewhere – and once
Sunday opening began, why not go to Bluewater and
park for free? The Council got obsessed with an arena
for Croydon and neglected the rest of the town centre.
Somehow the tram failed to attract new shoppers to
Croydon. It was in fact easier to get the tram to the
new stores on the Purley Way. And the opening of Ikea
added to the attractions there – and away from the town
centre. Croydon long hoped for a new beginning in the
town centre– a Westfield Centre to replace the Whitgift
Centre and Centrale – hinged on a large John Lewis
department store. But is there a future for department
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IS THERE A FUTURE FOR
RETAILING IN CROYDON?
For many years now Croydon has pinned its faith on the
Westfield project - a large John Lewis department store
which would act as a magnet for shops and homes on
the Whitgift and Centrale sites and which would bring
the crowds back into Croydon. Even ten years ago it
was an old-fashioned view of shopping patterns and
now it is simply out of date.

THEN

There isn’t even a car park at the Fairfield Halls any
more. The department stores have all gone. John Lewis
didn’t bother to re-open its modest store on the Purley
Way after the lockdown ended and the Whitgift Centre
– once the height of urban architectural fashion - is full
of empty shops. The only flourishing store seems to be
Primark. The Chief Executive of Marks started his career
in Croydon but does not seem to have found the recipe
for bringing back the customers to the store.

before the pandemic and is now expecting that 60-70% of
sales will be on line in the coming months. Small wonder
that stores like the one in Croydon have been closed.

stores in Croydon or anywhere else? Which leads us on
to retailing problems in general.

RETAILING’S PROBLEMS
The department store was the great invention of the
Nineteenth Century -‘everything under one roof’ – from
clothes to crockery to carpets. But it was increasingly
challenged from the 1970s – with the sheer range of
merchandise and increasingly selective shoppers.
Its slender displays of electrical equipment could
not compete with specialist stores especially as IT
developed. It could not keep up with the range of clothing
– and rapidly changing demands. Specialist home
stores like IKEA could offer more for the home and in a
more appealing way. The department stores had heavy
overheads and most found it hard to compete on service
with more specialised stores.

And yet . . . we want a town centre which is more than
vans from Amazon, Ocado and Tesco delivering packages
to those massive blocks of flats with all the charm of
North Korea’s finest. We accept that the town centre
must be financially viable – but need it be so ugly? Name
an attractive commercial building erected in Croydon
in the last ten years? Most of the new buildings seem
designed to yield the maximum letting space with the
least visual appeal.
A town centre is more than anonymous blocks of flats. It
is a place which brings people and businesses together
– a community with markets, pubs and cafes, attractive
small shops, cinemas and restaurants, well- maintained
common spaces and facilities for young and old .We
made a start with the refurbishment of the Fairfield Halls
– and we can do more.
Let Croydon be the suburban success story it was in the
1970s - but in a very different world.

Croydon Philharmonic Choir
Season 2020 -2021

The choir would love to welcome you to all our listed concerts this season.
However, due to the current covid-19 restrictions on singing and performing,
some of these wonderful musical events may not go ahead.
We invite you to save the dates and check our website for confirmation.

Autumn Concert
Ramirez – Misa Criolla

Saturday 14 November 2020, 7.30pm
St. Mildred’s Church, Bingham Road, Croydon CR0 7EB

A Box of Carols

Sunday 6 (or13) December 4pm at Boxpark Croydon CR0 1LD
Free Entrance — Charity collection

Christmas Cheer

Monday 14 December 2020, 7.30pm
St. Matthew’s Church, Chichester Road CR0 5NQ

Spring Concert

Bach – Mass in B Minor

Saturday 17 March 2021 — The Anvil
With Basingstoke Choral Society

Summer Concert

Saturday 19 June 2021,
St. Mildred’s Church, Bingham Road CR0 7EB

www.croydonphilharmonic.org
Registered Charity 213084

Find us on Facebook

Cyber 8

™

Computer
Support Services
mobile 0776 2525 738
phone 020 8688 1893
Repairs •Upgrades •Product Advice
System Setup & Tuition•Virus Removal
Any other work undertaken upon request

And then along comes the internet. Well it’s only mail
order isn’t it? No it wasn’t. It directly competed with
stores on delivery and offered a much greater range and
choice. And it was much cheaper to run – no shops, no
assistants and much better stock control. It has grown
hugely. Ten years ago in 2010, less than seven per cent
of total retail sales were on-line. By January 2020, over
20% of sales were on-line.

“I cannot speak highly enough of the home
service I have received from Cyber 8”
“Very impressed... excellent service,
in-depth technical knowledge”
“You have solved all my problems”
Geoffrey Cox - qualified and highly experienced
IT specialist

By mid 2020, thanks to the pandemic, 30% of sales were
on-line. John Lewis was selling 40% of sales on-line

AUTUMN 2020
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SUBSCRIPTIONS

NEWS FROM
PARK HILL PARK

We need your
subscription, please
Subscriptions for the current year to the
Residents Association are now due. The
subscription is now £5.

Josi Kiss from the Friends of Park
Hill Park reports on the walled
garden project and appeals for help
with the playground in the Park:-

We have about 250 members and we are very grateful
to them for their support. But we represent 2,700
households and we’d like to have more of you as
members.

THE WALLED GARDEN PROJECT
Since 2014 the Friends of Park Hill
Park volunteers have been working
together to create a community
garden within the park’s Walled
Garden. In 2019, thanks to the
amazing level of support from the
local community, the volunteers
successfully crowdfunded over £30K
to revitalise the Walled Garden with
new plants, herbs and flowers and
install safe, disabled paths within
the ‘garden rooms’ and a small
accessible meeting space within the
Peace Garden. The completed design
will enhance the whole community’s
social, physical and mental wellbeing
by enabling the disabled, elderly and
young families, as well as the wider
community, to be fully immersed
within the Walled Garden.
Due to Covid 19 the contractor’s
landscaping works, planned to be
completed by June 2020, had to be
postponed and sadly, due to both
Government and our own insurance
company’s restrictions, the Friends
volunteers were unable to work in
the Walled Garden during lockdown.
As a result, the Walled Garden
currently looks very overgrown and
we know this has raised concerns
from local residents about what has
been happening to the project. To
answer these concerns last month
the Friends put up posters and social
media links to a detailed update on
the Walled Garden project. Thank you
to everyone that spent time reading
the update report and responding, as
well as to the new people who have
now joined the Friends group as a
result, the Friends volunteers have
been overwhelmed by the number of
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Please join the Association if you aren’t already a
member – or renew your subscription if you are a
member.
Here is what your subscription does and how you can
pay it.

What happens to your subscription?
- it helps cover the cost of this Newsletter which
appears three times a year. The money we get from
advertisers does not cover the full cost of producing
and printing the Newsletter.
positive responses to the information
and designs that we shared in the
document. If you’d like to read the
update please go to
www.parkhillpark.org.uk
Further to the July update the Friends
are delighted to announce that
contractors will be starting work in the
Walled Garden in September, and once
completed the space will be ready
for the new planting which will go in
throughout the Autumn and Spring.
As with the Walled Garden design the
Friends volunteers would like local
residents to have their say as to what
plants are used in the Walled Garden.
To this end we would like to invite
people to a community plant selection
event in September. As soon as we
have a Covid safe format and venue
for this event we will be putting up
posters and social media with full
details.

Park Hill Park’s playground
needs help!!!
Are you a family or parent whose
children use Park Hill Park’s
Children’s playground?
As a parent would you like to help
create a new, safe and engaging

playground for Park Hill Park?
If yes please urgently get in touch
as the Friends volunteers need local
parents to push the much promised
new playground through the council
as the area is now getting dangerous.
Further to the items already removed
from the playground as they have
broken, following a playground
inspection 2 weeks ago, the council
have cordoned off the junior multi
play unit in the playground. They
advise that this is to prevent children
using it while further assessment of
the equipment is undertaken.
As background back in 2015 the
Friends were working with Croydon
Council to create a new children’s
playground and £100K was assigned
to pay for it from local developers
106 money. Sadly, the project was
postponed by the council in favour
of waiting for their Parks Master
Plan and since then they advise they
have allocated the £100K elsewhere.
An updated playground is part of
the Parks Master Plan for Park Hill
Park issued by the council in 2018
but, despite repeated requests to the
council, the Friends have not been
advised when a new playground will
be installed.

- it helps with special projects such as new trees and
plantings and our website.
- it helps cover the running expenses of the
Association

How can you pay your subscription?
- you can pay your subscription by internet transfer.
The sort code for our bank account is 30-92-45 and
the account number is 01330171. (The account is
held with Lloyds Bank). Please give your address as
a reference).
Please note that we are not asking the Road Stewards
who deliver the Newsletters to collect subscriptions
this year in view of the need for social distancing.

Thank you for your help.

Your PHRA Committee:
CHAIRMAN - John Ingman
Tel: 020 8681 2355 email: john.ingman@blueyonder.co.uk
NEWSLETTER EDITOR/PUBLISHER & ADVERTISING John Chambers Tel: 020 8686 5657 email: jc@jca-design.com
Other members: Patricia Bonham (NHS), Fiona Nicol
(Membership), Bill Smart (Police Liaison), David Stanton
(Treasurer) and Robert Webb (Secretary).
The publication of an advertisement in the Newsletter implies no
endorsement by the Association of the advertiser or his/her products or
services. If you use any of the services advertised, please let them know
that you saw the advertisement in this Newsletter. Thank you.

PLEASE SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL RESIDENTS ASSOCIATION. YOUR SUBSCRIPTION HELPS
TOWARD THE COST OF THESE NEWSLETTERS AND MAINTAINING OUR WEBSITE.

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FORM

I/We wish to join/renew membership of Park Hill Residents Association and agree to a subscription of £5 to cover
the membership to March 2021.

Name(s)...............................................................................................................................................
Address...............................................................................................................................................
.............................................................................................................................................................
Our preferred method of payment is by internet transfer, and please give your address as the reference.
Bank: 30-92-45 Account No: 01330171. If you can’t pay online, please post the Form or drop it round to Fiona Nicol,
10 Selborne Road, CR0 5JQ together with cash or a cheque for £5.
AUTUMN 2020
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HERE & THERE
a r o u n d u p o f lo c a l n e w s

Planning – Recent Developments
We have objected to the plans to
redevelop 49 Selborne Road. We think
that the planned development is too
intensive. We would have preferred
houses to flats on this site and if
flats, then they should be two storey
rather than three. We are awaiting the
Council’s decision.
On the other hand we welcomed the
proposed development of two houses at

OUR SUPER
CONVENIENCE
STORE
Continued from front page

The range of goods on offer now includes
many basic pharmacy items, stationery
and greetings cards, as well as a dry
cleaning service, lottery tickets, Oyster
Card top-ups, and PayPoint for paying all
kinds of household and utility bills - just
like in a post office. As they install new
air conditioning, let’s continue to support
our local store - hoping for the return of
warmer weather this Autumn.
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46 Selborne Road on the opposite side
of the road. This was attractively laid
out. We were disappointed to learn that
this application had been withdrawn but
understand that a further application is
likely to be made following review of the
trees on the site.
We strongly opposed the proposed 5G
communications mast on Council land
at the corner of Park Hill Road and

Chichester Road. This would have been
18 metres – 59 feet – high and In our
view it would have been entirely out
of keeping with the surrounding area.
The Council agreed, describing the
proposal as ‘insensitive, harmful and
detrimental’, and restricting the flow of
pedestrians. We thank Frank Claassens
in Chichester Road for all his work in
opposing this application.

Plans for East
Croydon Station

Reflections on
the Pandemic
What will be YOUR lasting memories of
2020 and the COVID-19 pandemic?

Unblocking the
Croydon bottleneck

Closure of the Croydon Park Hotel
– What’s going on?
The Croydon Park Hotel in Altyre
Road closed in June when the
company which had been running
it - Kasterlee UK Ltd - ceased to
trade. As a result 92 people lost
their jobs. The future of the hotel
now lies with Croydon Council who
bought the freehold for £29.8m in
2018. At that time Croydon was one
of a number of Councils who bought
commercial property of various kinds.
Why were Councils going into the
property market? Because at that
time, they could borrow money to buy
these properties very cheaply - and
they hoped that the rents from the
properties they had bought would
cover not only the interest on the
money they had borrowed but also
provide funds which they could use
for their services at a time when
there was great pressure on Council
budgets. Of course this depended on
a steady income from the properties
they bought. In the case of the
Croydon Park Hotel the company
running it got into problems which
got steadily worse. The last straw
was the lockdown in March 2020
which closed the hotel business.
What’s going to happen now?
Croydon Council might find someone
else to run the hotel. Or they might

We asked our Committee members what they valued
most during the last six months of this ‘unprecedented
time’. See if you share any of their thoughts?
Exciting plans for the development of East Croydon
station and the improvements to the London to
Brighton line have been announced. The public
consultation stage closes on Sunday 20th September,
and there’s a very informative link and video explaining
the main plans at:

decide to redevelop the hotel site for
housing - possibly a taller building
or building on the car park at the
back of the hotel. The Council has its
own house builders – Brick by Brick
– but let’s hope that they are better
at house building than property
speculation.
According to ‘Private Eye’ Croydon has
the third highest borrowings of any
English local authority (£1.6bn) and
recently agreed to pay Brick by Brick
£30.8m for the purchase of 165 flats.
Further information about the
negotiations on the Croydon Park
Hotel can be found on the Inside
Croydon website:
www.insidecroydon.com

https://www.networkrail.co.uk/running-the-railway/
our-routes/sussex/upgrading-the-brighton-main-line/
unblocking-the-croydon-bottleneck/
There’s also a link to this on the PHRA website, so
please have a look and see how Network Rail plan to
‘Unblock the Croydon Bottleneck and provide more
reliable, more frequent and faster services’.
For residents and commuters in Park Hill it’s a very
welcome project which we’ve awaited for many years,
but there will be some disruption during the works,
and major upheaval for residents in Gloucester Road
and around the Windmill Bridge
But will all the elements of the scheme be achieved?
And are the benefits worth the cost? Finally, there’s no
mention in the video of the money needed, nor where
it is coming from. And if there is less commuting, the
case for the scheme is weaker.
Sadly the project is not expected to complete before 2033.
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For many, the thing that has struck us most is the value
of green spaces in Park Hill - which we can all enjoy.
When everything else shut down, we really valued the
parks, both Park Hill Recreation Ground and Lloyd Park
(above). But on a sad note, we are dismayed about the
litter that people leave behind, with the rubbish bins
overflowing on a Monday morning.
Some of us have felt an increase in ‘community spirit’
through the lockdown, with neighbours looking out for
each other, helping those in isolation, and generally being
more considerate of others. Keeping socially distanced
when out walking has had a strange effect, with people
often crossing the road or moving aside as paths are
crossed, but then saying ‘hello’ to total strangers!
Working from home was first seen as a great
challenge, with home schooling often proving
stressful, but then people settled into the new normal,
enjoying more family time and no commuting. But now,
with children returning to school, continued working
from home is seen to be damaging the economy of our
towns and city centres. For Croydon, that damage is
already advanced.
However the silver lining in our ‘pandemic cloud’ has
been the Kiosk, Park Hill’s Convenience Store at the
corner of Park Hill Road and Chichester Road, a facility
that has been greatly appreciated - see our front
page article.
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MINTER’S

BUILDERS & DECORATORS
General Builders
Painting & Decorating
Kitchen & Bathroom fitting
Roofing
Property Maintenance

Tiling
Plastering
Plumbing
Carpentry

CALL US TODAY FOR A FREE QUOTE

020 8655 3202
Family Business Est 1980

Tel: 0793 2032395/020 8651 4260
• Extra sockets
• House rewiring
• Heating
• Lighting points
• Security lighting
• Office rewiring
• Maintenance

DOMESTIC &
COMMERCIAL
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Over 100 years of experience as one of
industry's biggest independent
plumbing, building and timber
materials distributor
Harris & Bailey offer you more
choice, lower prices and invaluable
technical advice
Whatever the size of your project
H&B are well placed and ready
to meet your needs

Painting & Decorating,
Home Maintenance & Repair
• Reliable and friendly service
• Fully Insured
• References supplied
• Top quality finish
For a free, comprehensive estimate
and advice, call David Wilson on

OPENING TIMES
Trade Counters: 7.00am - 5.00pm
Office: 7.30am - 5.30pm
MONDAY TO FRIDAY

020 8654 6227 or 07960 073 604
email: homedec.david@yahoo.co.uk
Abbots Green, Croydon

A.W. NOKES
D. J. TAYLOR & SON

HomeDec

PROPERTY MAINTENANCE & REPAIR (EST. 1990)

Interior/exterior painting
and decorating, fencing,
tiling, carpentry, gutter
clearing, plus all your
maintenance needs.
- No job too small
- Quality work at affordable prices
- Free Estimates
- Local to area
- Fully insured

Tele/fax: 020 8462 7066
Mobile: 07710 425 877
email: anokes@btinternet.com

OVEN CLEANING SERVICE
in Your Own Home
using eco-friendly products

Single Ovens ...... £40
Hobs....................... £15
Extractors............ £15
Replace Bulbs....... £5
Microwaves......... £15
Also repairs to: cookers, ovens, washing
machines, dishwashers and dryers.
Installation; microwave testing

Mobile: 07960 272 493

No job too small!
• Installation
• Servicing
• Maintenance
• Immersion heaters
• Landlord certificates
• Emergencies
• Fully Insured

Call: 020 8657 2803
Mobile: 07973 292027
Gas Safe Registered
(105136)

For all enquiries
about2020
advertising in the Park Hill News, please contact John Chambers on 020 8686 5657 or email: jc@jca-design.com
AUTUMN
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PARK HILL RESIDENTS ASSOCIATION
These reports on our activities and finances in 2019/20
would normally have been put to our AGM

WHAT WE HAVE BEEN DOING
Since the last AGM in May 2019, the Association has continued
its work for the community. The Committee has met regularly.
Every member on it has a specific responsibility.
We published two Newsletters –
one in August 2019 and another
in December 2019. We are very
grateful to everyone who made
E
AG
CHRISTMAS MESS
that possible – especially John
Chambers who published the
Newsletter and Tamsin Skilton
who designed it and the many
volunteers who distributed it to
2,600 households. Plans for a third
Newsletter – to be published in
April 2020 –were halted by the
restrictions imposed to curb the
corona virus. In particular our distributors
could not be expected to collect and deliver copies to residents
at that time. We also had to cancel plans for our Neighbourhood
meeting planned for May 2020 because of the closure of St
Matthew’s Church.
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Wills/Lasting Powers
of Attorney

• Prepared by a Solicitor
at a fixed charge
• All appointments in your home
• Daytime or evening
• No VAT
Visit: www.gmwatts.com
or call 020 8657 0391
Geraldine Watts LL.B. Solicitor
2A Ridge Langley
Sanderstead CR2 0AR
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“We’re independent, so provide
advice without compromise or
obligation. We can choose any
asset, fund or platform that’s
right for YOU.”

We are an independent firm of financial
advisers, directly regulated by the Financial
Conduct Authority. We provide advice in a
wide range of areas including pensions,
investments, tax planning through approved
HMRC schemes, iheritance tax planning, cash
flow modeling and pension drawdown.
We offer an initial meeting of up to an hour,
at our expense, so that you can get to know
us and we can help identify the areas where
we can help and add value to your financial
planning.
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SPRING
CLEAN 2020

residents
Once again, we invite
from
to help collect litter
Hill. The
the verges of Park
take place on
spring clean will
at 12 noon
Sunday 12 January,
).
(weather permitting
at St
Meet by the sundial
at the
Matthew’s Church,
r Road &
corner of Chicheste
clean-up
Park Hill Road. The
but you are
will last an hour
for less.
welcome to come
Please bring gloves
– we will provide
sacks and sticks.
Do come! It’s a
good deed to start
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We have continued to supplement the Newsletter – for
instance with our e-mail service to residents on Mailchimp.
Over a hundred residents are now use this service. We have
also continued to develop our website and maintain a range of
up-to-date news and views on it. Fiona Nicol took on this work
and we are grateful to her for all she has done to keep the
website up to date and active.
We mounted two collections of litter during the year in June
2019 and again in January 2020. Plans for another collection in
June 2020 had to be cancelled due to the coronavirus. We hope
however to reinstate this as soon as we can. We have pressed
the Council to remove accumulated rubbish at the junction of
Park Hill Road and Selborne Road.

Based locally and a member of PHRA.

We had continued to monitor planning applications and
have objected to proposals for redevelopment in Brownlow
Road and in Selborne Road. Whilst we do not oppose
redevelopment as such, we seek developments which
enhance the neighbourhood.

Anne Ratnam is a Fellow of the Personal Finance Society

There is widespread concern in the Borough about the
Council’s readiness to grant planning permission to redevelop
sites and in particular to replace single occupancy houses
with small developments of flats. Linked to this has been a
campaign to elect a democratic Mayor of Croydon in place of
the current system of a Leader and Cabinet. The Committee
has discussed this on a number of occasions and recognise
that there are arguments on both sides.

If you would like the opportunity
to meet with a chartered adviser,
please contact Anne Ratnam on
020 8991 9796 or email:
.
ar@hannayinvestments.co.uk

She has to meet demanding criteria as
Charters are not. awarded lightly

Further details are available on our website
www.hannayinvestments.co.uk

We opposed the screening erected by Park Hill Junior School
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facing on to Cotelands in December 2019. This was intended
to provide privacy for the pupils on the playing fields though
there was no evidence of any problems caused by passersby. We had a number of discussions with the School which
explored the scope for planting trees and bushes round the
area. However the School removed the screening when it
closed at the start of the pandemic and we have not heard any
more about this scheme.
Two members of our Committee – Bill Smart and Pat Bonham
- look after links with the police and the NHS. Bill attends
the meetings of the police ward meetings and Pat who was a
volunteer at Croydon University Hospital keeps us in touch
with developments there. We have been grateful to the Safer
Neighbourhood Team for their regular bulletins on crime in
the area.
We very much welcomed the reopening the Fairfield Halls
in September 2019. We included various features in the
Newsletter on the new complex and publicised its programme
for 2020. We regret that it was necessary to close the complex
in late March 2020 and hope that it will not be too long before it
re-opens.
We look forward more generally to renewal and recovery after
the uncertainties and anxieties of recent months. We have much
to be grateful for, much that is worth protecting and enhancing.
But we shall need to work together to preserve and improve
our heritage.

OUR FINANCES
David Stanton, our Treasurer, reports on the Association’s
finances for the year ending 29 February 2020. Copies of
the report and accounts are available on our website:
www.phra.org.uk
PHRA has continued in the same good health financially
in the 2019-20 year as in the previous year. Our income
- at £6,260 – was £14 higher than in the previous year.
We’ve seen a further drop in membership numbers but
have compensated for this with an increase in advertising
income. We spent £6,262 – mainly on printing three editions
of the Newsletter. In addition, however, we agreed to one
exceptional expense this year: we made a £300 contribution
to the project to renovate the walled garden in Park Hill
Park, which will go ahead shortly. As a result, our income
and outgoings balanced almost exactly.
At the end of the year, cash in the bank amounted to
£3,362.26 compared with £3,179 a year earlier. This increase
reflects an advance payment for advertising in the following
year (20-21).
I’d like to thank Richard Tweed for his time and effort in
auditing our accounts again, it’s very much appreciated.
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RAISING A VOICE
Peter Gillman tells us how the Croydon Philharmonic Choir is rising to the
challenge of the pandemic.
These have been challenging time for all of us – but
especially choirs, or so it appears. During the gradual
relaxation of lockdown, there has been much discussion
over whether and when choirs might be able to resume their
activities. Sadly, it looks as though we will be last in line,
because of the way that singers expel air during breathing,
with the danger that this could spread any infection.

Regular monthly,
bi-weekly, or weekly service to coincide with your
requirements. We
also offer a spring
cleaning service.

Despite all of that, we at the Croydon Philharmonic Choir
are remaining optimistic. We have been maintaining remote
choir activities as far as we can – and we still have not
given up on the possibility of performing one or more of the
concerts we have scheduled in the time before Christmas.
Our last rehearsal was shortly before lockdown in March.
We had been practising hard for the wonderful Carmina
Burana, one of the great 20th century choral works. So were
desolate at missing out on performing it in a joint concert
with the Basingstoke Choral Society at the Fairfield Halls on
March 28. Like most people, it took us some time to find our
feet when lockdown began.
But then we started to find ways we could keep the choir
going, taking advantage of remote technology. Some two

dozen choir members remotely recorded the song You’ll
Never Walk Alone which is currently being edited and will be
posted on our website and/or our Facebook page. Members
have also taken part in other virtual singing projects. We
are also hoping to post lectures and instruction on breathing
and singing exercises and musical techniques.

07860 367 857 (mobile)
01293 528 879 (home)
www.maggies.cleaning

• All interior & exterior
work undertaken
• 20 years experience
• Fully insured
• Polite professional service

Tel: 01883 341 780
Mobile: 07946759463

Meanwhile the committee has been using remote technology
too to conduct regular meetings. The committee in turn has
been sending newsletters to members to update them about
its activities, and it has also conducted a survey among
members to seek their views about when the choir might
resume rehearsals.
Nearly two-thirds said they would definitely or probably
attend if rehearsals resume on the due date of September
1 – assuming that Covid19 precautions were in place. Only
a handful said they would not return to the choir unless or
until a vaccine had been found.
A very high proportion of members said they would be
interested in virtual rehearsals and other singing projects,
including small indoor or outdoor rehearsals in line with
safety restrictions. Along with this, 70% of members said
that the social life of the choir was important to them, thus
showing the significance of the choir in our lives.
So it is in that spirit that we are hoping we can meet up
again in September. As things stand, this is more likely to be
in the form of virtual rehearsals, but either way we intend to
begin to prepare for the activities we have planned, starting
with an autumn concert at St Mildred’s in Bingham Road on
Saturday November 14 – followed by our regular Boxpark
Christmas appearances and our ever popular Christmas
Cheer concert at St Matthew’s on December 14. We have
further ambitious concerts planned for 2021.
Yes, we are being optimistic in making these plans – but
then singing has a way of endowing you with a positive
frame of mind, and that is the spirit in which we look ahead
to the time we can all meet up together again, singers and
audiences alike. Email: katrina.keel@btinternet.com or
petercgillman@googlemail.com.
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Your

LOCAL ESTATE AGENT IN

PARK HILL
Whether you are selling or letting, we have
all the property services you need.
Contact us for a free no-obligation valuation
020 3151 1445
bairstoweves.co.uk

AUTUMN 2020

