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FIND OUT WHAT’S GOING ON IN PARK HILL

Come to the Neighbourhood meeting (formerly known as the AGM)
" When and where? Thursday, 12 May 2016, 8.00pm
St Matthew's Church, Chichester Road

Vhat's ha _enin? ?he Residents’ Association:
LR I what it's been doing and what it plans to do
_Qu?stion ‘and Answer Session: .
Our MP, local Councillors and Police Safer Neighbourhood Team have

been invited. Find out the answers to the questions you want to ask.
Let's hear your views on the area youﬂe in.

How long? Ninety Minutes with refreshment break.

We need your subscription plwse/!

Subscriptions for the coming year to the Residents Association are now due.

The subscription remains at £3. We have nearly 400 members and we are very

grateful to them for their support. But we represent 2,600 households and

we'd like to have more of you as members.

Please join the Association if you aren't already a member — or renew your

subscription if you are a member. Here is what your subscription does and

how you can pay it:

What happens to your subscription?

- It helps cover the cost of this Newsletter, three times a year. The money from
advertisers does not cover the full cost of producing and printing the Newsletter.

- It helps with special projects such as new trees and our new website.

- It helps cover the running expenses of the Association, such as hiring the

hall for the AGM and refreshments there.

How can you pay your subscription?

- To a Road Steward; at the Neighbourhood Meeting on 12 May; you can send
your subscription of £3 to our Membership Secretary using the form on page
8 or you can pay your subscription by internet transfer. The sort code for
our bank account is 30-92-45 and the account number is 01330171. (The
account is held with Lloyds TSB, George Street, Croydon. Please give your

postcode as a reference.)
Thank you for your kdp!
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Inside:

Page 5

Our New Website

- Work in Progress

Last year we asked residents
what was important to them
locally and what they wanted

" to know more about. Turn to

page 5 to read more about the
new website we are developing.

Page 6

Croydon Opportunity &
Fairness Commission

. We look at the findings of
~ this Commission chaired by

the Bishop of Croydon, The
Rt Revd Jonathan Clark and
what it proposes.

Page 8-9

i« Park Hill Personalities
- We talk to Ujjal Ghosal,

Commitee member, about
his life and his work on the
Association’s new website.

Pages 11 & 12
Here & There

Read more local news about
the HM The Queen’s 90th
Birthday, Croydon Council
Tax, the latest on Fairfield
Halls, redevelopment of 30
Fairfield Road, Open Air
Films, Cotelands fencing and
Council Surgeries.

This newsletter is distributed
to 2,600 households in the
Park Hill area.




A place you
can call home

Whitgift Care

Proud to be part of
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If you are looking to live an
independent lifestyle with help close
at hand or you require residential or
full nursing care, our three care
homes all have one thing in common
— they are a place you can call home.

Our homes: the Whitgift Almshouses,
Whitgift House and Wilhelmina
House are happy, thriving
communities where staff are on hand
24 hours a day to meet your needs,
whether that be providing a full
programme of activities, a friendly
chat or just a cup of tea.

We offer:

- Independent lifestyles in rental
flats supported by a warden and
on call alarm system.

< QOutstanding full nursing care
endorsed by the highest award
from the Gold Standards
Framework, an independent
quality assurance process for end
of life care.

- Residential, respite and day care in
our warm, friendly and inclusive
communities.

Visit www.whitgiftcare.co.uk
Call 020 8680 8499
Follow @1596whitgift

BOB CAVLE

Plumbing & Heating

No job too small!

* Installation
* Servicing
* Maintenance
* Immersion heaters
* Landlord certificates
« Emergencies
« Fully Insured

Call: 020 8657 2803
Mobile: 07973 292027

Gas Safe Registered
(105136)

Phil Woolger

Local Painter
& Decorator

Interior & Exterior

Very High Standard of Work.

Phone to
arrange a FREE
estimate.

Call: 020 8656 7201
or 07906 333 670

.
Acclaim

Double Glazing

For replacement UPVC Windows,
Doors, Porches & Conservatories

* Small family run business

* Free quotes & advice

* No pressure selling

* Very competitive prices

* Professionally designed and fitted by craftsmen
* 10 year insurance backed guarantee and

FENSA certificates

* We also repair existing double glazing
» Steamed/broken glass units

* Handles for windows & doors

* Locks & hinges replaced

* Cat & dog flaps installed

020 8771 6000 or
07956 975 143

Park Hill - Landscaping

J. EGAN

QUALITY PATIOS, DRIVEWAYS
BLOCK PAVING & FENCING
TO A HIGH STANDARD.
PATIOS CLEANED & RELAID
GARDENS CLEARED
NO JOB TOO SMALL

All work guaranteed
Local qualified Craftsman

020 8680 2872




Wills/Lasting Powers
of Attorney

* Prepared by a Solicitor at a fixed charge
* All appointments in your home
* Daytime or evening

* No VAT

Visit: www.gmwatts.com

or call 020 8657 0391

Geraldine Watts LL.B. Solicitor
2A Ridge Langley
Sanderstead CR2 0AR

Croydon Philharmonic Choir

APRIL - JUNE 2016

We rehearse on Tuesdays from 7.15 to 9.30pm at

St Matthew's Church,
Chichester Road, Croydon CRO 5NQ

All singers welcome to our friendly group. We
perform an inspirational mix of programmes in
venues in London, Surrey and Hampshire.

NEXT CONCERTS
Dvorak’s Stabat Mater
Saturday 16th April, 7om Winchester Cathedral
5023 9LS with Basingstoke Choral Society.

Summertime Blues
Saturday 25th June 7.30pm Todd'’s Mass in Blue, Cole
Porter’s Jazz Trio, Gershwin’s Porgy & Bess Selection
St Mary Magdalene Church, Canning Rd CRO 6QD

New members welcome
020 8654 9208

www.croydonphilharmonic.org

CROYDON
SPORTS THERAPY

Have you got Sports injuries?
Aches/Pains-Muscle Tension
OR Postural Problems?

Some of the Services we provide:
Sports/Remedial Massage
Rehabilitation
Kinesiotaping Mobilization/Manipulation

Beatrice Schaer BSc, MAO, CNCH, UKA licensed
Body Mechanics Specialist, Sports Massage Therapist

Located at My PT Studio-Personal Training,
40-44 St Georges Walk, CRO 1Y)

Call: 07984 052 823

for an appointment

Croydon \.@
Computer B4

Installations  memeer

Landline: 020 8688 1893
Mobile: 07762 525 738

Windows 10 available as a free upgrade
from Microsoft
Phone for advice :-)

Repairs * Upgrades * Installations
Product Advice « Data Transfer
Security software
System sefup and tuition
Other work undertaken
upon request
Geoffrey Cox - qualified and experienced PC technician

Professional and friendly service
Very reasonable rates £15 p.h. - no fix, no fee

OUR NEW WEBSITE:

A report on work in progress

Last year, we asked residents what was important to them locally and what they wanted
to know more about. We also asked them how they wanted to receive that information.
In the light of what they said, we’ve been developing a new website for the Association
which seeks to provide the information people asked for, in an easily accessible form.

On the new website, you'll be able:-

* To keep up-to-date with local news as it happens — not
just three times a year

e To publicise coming events in the community
e To send in your own news and views

e To send in photos you'd like to share with the rest of the
community

* To ask us questions

e To place orders for advertisements — either in the
Newsletter or on the website

e To pass on your recommendations for people who provide
services of various kinds such as tradesmen and shops

(We're also thinking about a market place of goods and
services local residents can supply to each other)

We shall still produce the printed Newsletter three times

a year but the website will complement the Newsletter,
providing immediate access and giving people the chance to
have their say and get involved much more than before. We
want to provide a service that meets people’s needs and so
we shall be glad to have your suggestions on what might be
added to the website as it develops.

The new website should be available in May. We hope to
launch it formally at the Neighbourhood Meeting on 12
May. In the meantime our existing website will continue.
Our address will remain the same: www.phra.org.uk

If you have information which you'd like to see on the
website when it opens — for instance an event in May or
June, questions you'd like answered or a recommendation
for a tradesman - log on to the existing website — www.
phra.org.uk and leave a message on the ‘Contact Us’ page.

We are grateful to Committee members Ujjal Ghosal and
John Chambers for the work they have done on this project.
We are looking now for someone to take on the continuing
management of the website, making sure that the website

is kept up to date and that queries from local residents are
dealt with. This should not be too onerous a job but we need
someone with the necessary skills and experience. If you can
help, please get in touch with our Chair, John Ingman — his
email address is john.ingman@blueyonder.co.uk

The success of the website depends on local residents using
it. In the past, we have had very little feedback on our work
and have had to rely on our own contacts in the community.
Now anyone with access to the net can get involved. We
want to hear from you and look forward to doing so.

FAMILY FEST 2016

PARK HILL RECREATION GROUND, SATURDAY 4 JUNE 2016

Croydon’s only festival dedicated to children and families
returns to Park Hill Recreation Ground on Saturday 4 June
from noon onwards.

Highlights will include:

The Big Dance Bus — a double decker bus with pop up
dance floor and music.

Professional dance groups — including Indian dancers,
dancers from local dance schools, West End professionals
and Morris dancers.

Activities in the community garden — opportunities
for local children to build bug and bee hotels, learn from
Croydon Bee Keepers and their glass bee hive, plant flowers

and vegetables, and learn about garden ecology from experts.

Community groups such as clubs and associations —
especially those which cater for children and young people
or are linked to gardening - are invited to take stands at the
event so that local families can see what is available locally

for them and their children.

There are also opportunities for individuals to volunteer and
help with the activities.

For more information, contact:
friendsofparkhillpark@outlook.com or www.facebook.com/
FriendsofParkHillParkCroydon - and see, too, the Big Dance
website — www.bigdance.org.uk/bus




We look at the findings of this Commission chaired by the Bishop of

Croydon and what it proposes.

The Croydon Opportunity and Fairness Commission was an
independent group appointed by the Council and chaired
by the Bishop of Croydon. It was set up in January 2015 and
made its final report earlier this year.

Croydon offers many people opportunities to live and work
well. But it faces many challenges — families struggling

to make ends meet, social isolation, anti-social behaviour
and poor housing. The Commission sought to understand
these challenges and bring the people of Croydon together
to build a shared vision and use all the talents available to
create a fairer and better place to live. They wanted Croydon
to be a place where everyone, regardless of background,
could get on in life and be supported through tough times.

In the course of its work, the Commission talked to over
3,000 local people in various ways and gathered the views
of young people through a Young Fairness Commission led
by young people.

Croydon is a place of contrasts — deprived to the north and
much better off in the south. Broad Green and Selhurst

have some of the poorest neighbourhoods in the country.
House prices are beyond the reach of many people. Croydon
is becoming more deprived compared with other parts of
London because the higher cost of housing in inner London
is forcing many of the poorest families to move out of central
London into outer areas like Croydon. At the same time, the
Council's resources have been cut - by 2019/20, the Council’s
budget will have been cut by 74 per cent. And the spend per
head in Croydon is much less than in neighbouring Boroughs
- £378 compared with £637 in Southwark and £586 in Lambeth.

Volunteering: Employers and in particular the Council
should encourage staff to volunteer with an entitlement of
say three days a year. Responsibility should be devolved to
neighbourhood centres to manage things like anti-social
behaviour, parking rules and the local environment.

Job opportunities at fair rates of pay: Businesses

should sign up to paying the London Living Wage (which

is significantly more than the minimum wage). The Council
should set up a service to encourage applications from local
people for local jobs and help them get the skills they need.

Children with special needs: There should be more help for
pre-school children so that they are ready for school and more
help for children with developmental and emotional needs.

Tackling social isolation: People should be helped to
manage in their own homes with support from neighbours.
One survey found that 48 per cent of Croydon residents
would be willing to do more for their neighbours.

Housing: Local residents should be encouraged and paid
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to offer shelter to homeless people. There should be a new
fund to make temporary loans to local residents who don’t
have a deposit for a rented property or are facing short-term
problems with benefits. A Good Agent and Landlord Charter
should be developed.

Moving to a high wage, high skill economy: Business
rates for firms which pay the London Living Wage should

be reduced. Debt advice should be available more readily.
There should be more child care options, with support

from the Council, employers and developers. The First Step
programme should be developed that every person at college

who wants it, can be offered work experience.

The recommendations have gone back to the Council to
consider and the Commission is to meet again in October
2016 to look at how their proposals are being implemented.

The Commission’s report is based on a thorough assessment
of major problems facing people in Croydon. These are not
problems which can be solved simply. Even the summary

of their report runs to five pages. Many of their proposals
will need money to implement, even though they may yield
savings in the long run. Some seem optimistic — such as
getting neighbours to help with the care of the elderly and
encouraging residents to take in homeless people.

When the Commission was set up, there was a good deal of
criticism on the grounds that the money involved could
have been spent better. But the Commission has worked
hard to grapple with major problems and its efforts are to
be welcomed. It is to be hoped that, having commissioned
this work, the Council will now do as much as it can to take
it forward.

You can read the report in full on the Commission’s website
www.opportunitycroydon.org

HomeDec

Painting & Decorating,
Home Maintenance & Repar

* Reliable and friendly service
e Fully Insured
* References supplied
* Top quality finish

For a free, comprehensive estimate
and advice, call David Wilson on

020 8654 6227 or 07960 073 604

email: homedec.david@yahoo.co.uk

Abbots Green, Croydon

MAGIES
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Regular monthly,
bi-weekly, or weekly
service to coincide

We also offer a spring
cleaning service.

We can also clean:

outside windows, conservatories and
gutters. We are in your area now!

Ring us on:
07860 367 857 (mobile)
01293 528 879 (home)

www.maggies.cleaning

with your requirements.

Customer service and quality guaranteed
by established, local family business

We have a dedicated specialist
(each of whom has worked for us for years)
for each of the products below:

All types of window blinds
Conservatory roof blinds W Shutters
Awnings/Canopies M Curtains
Window Film

Call or email us for a brochure or appointment
We also invite you to look at our website
tel/fax: 020 8651 3569
mobile: 07961 827 917
email: info@desresblinds.co.uk
web: www.desresblinds.co.uk

OVEN CLEANING SERVICE
in Your Own Home
using eco-friendly products

Single Ovens ...£37
Grill ..cevviveeveenn £7
Hobs...........cee.... £15
Extractors.........£15

Replace Bulbs.... £5
Microwaves......£15

Also repairs to: cookers, ovens, washing
machines, dishwashers and dryers.

Installation; microwave testing

Phone: 020 8916 9277
Mobile: 07960 272 493




Park Hill Personalities:

. Committee member with
special responsibility for IT, about his life and his
work on the Association’s new website.

We talk to

When Ujjal Ghosal arrived in Britain from India for the first time,
he was astonished to be driven by a woman taxi driver, to find
that traffic rules were routinely obeyed and then to be greeted
by two extra-large Doberman dogs at his bed and breakfast in
Edinburgh. Clearly, he thought, this was an odd place.

Fifteen years later, he is more at home. He has found the British
to be generally open-minded and approachable. He enjoys
working and living with them — even though in his experience,
they are not as punctual as he was told when he was young, can
be impatient in public and are, at times, fierce in defending their
personal space.

His own space goes back to West Bengal, to the railway
town of Kanchrapara — 30 miles North of Kolkata (Calcutta)
where his father was a photographer and owned the locally
popular ‘Ghosal Studio’ — the first photo studio of the town.
Pictures were a family tradition — his great grandfather had
been a noted artist and teacher who was head of the local
Art College. Ujjal was able to draw but from an early age his
passion was physical science. At the age of nine, he told a
surprised teacher that his ambition was to found a scientific
institute for fundamental research.

After attending College under the University of Calcutta and
gaining a degree in Physics, he in fact got a Masters degree in
Physics from the Indian Institute of Technology at Kharagpur.
This is one of just sixteen (five at that time) elite institutions of
this kind In India and there is intense competition for places

at them through nation-wide examinations (the pass rate in
2012 was 2 per cent). Although he was preparing for further
studies with US Universities, he went for an interview with Tata
Consultancy Services (TCS), one of the largest companies of its
kind and part of the Tata Group, one of India‘s biggest firms,
when they came to the IIT campus for recruitment. As fate
would have it, they offered him a job. Ujjal, though somewhat
uncertain, decided to take the offer when his mother pointed
out that he could always go back to college later.

So he put his plans on hold and went to work with TCS — first

in India. He liked the work
and continued there for

8 years —starting as a
computer programmer,

he worked in various roles

such as systems analyst,

project manager and
eventually as a business
analyst. The first assignment outside India was in 2001, in
Edinburgh. Outside work, he enjoyed this lively city and its social
life with new friends. After nine months, he went back to India
before returning to Britain in 2003 — this time to Bristol. More
assignments across the length and breadth of England followed
with major companies mostly in the financial services sector.
While in Bristol, he developed an interest in short film-making,
joined a film club and did a few short courses. In later years, he
ended up producing, directing and being a crew in a number of
short films & documentaries, including a futuristic film about life
in Britain in 2040 and the impact of climate change.

In 2008, Ujjal decided to resign from TCS and set up as an
independent consultant (business analyst). About that time, his
parents began looking for a suitable bride for him in India, and
through an online matrimonial agency, he was introduced to
Rimava Choudhury, daughter of a businessman based in Assam
(a place known for its Tea estates). They exchanged photos and
spoke over the phone but he did not see her until 2 days before
the wedding.

Ujjal stresses that whilst this was an arranged marriage, both
parties were free, if they wished, not to go ahead. Parents,
especially in urban India, aren't dictators but many still hope
that their children would settle with someone of their choice, of
similar background and financial status.

It was at this stage that he and his wife came to live in Park
Hill. Ujjal named his company — Rimava Ltd — after his wife.
His business focuses on offering wide range of analysis to help
organisations make better decisions and benefit from change:

Membership Application Form

I/We wish to join/renew membership of Park Hill Residents Association and enclose a subscription of £3 to cover the

membership to March 2017.

Please forward your subscription to Fiona Nicol, 10 Selborne Road, Croydon CRO 5)Q

understanding the present situation, establishing the root cause
of an issue, defining feasible & profitable solutions, and creating
a model for the future state. As Ujjal points out, businesses have
lots of information about what they do in different forms. They
need to learn how to use this so that it informs their decisions.
He enjoys the challenges of this task but like most self-employed
people finds it harder to deal with the constant demands of
clients. "You can never turn away business’, he says.

Eventually he had lived in Britain long enough to qualify for
permanent residence and recently he become a British citizen.

Where does he see himself in five years’ time? Interestingly, he
starts from a firm perspective — that the goal of life is not simply
to make money but to achieve happiness. He sees happiness

as being able to choose — what to do, where to do it, and with
whom. He doesn’t see himself now as reviving his scientific
ambitions but he does see himself as helping others achieve
their ambitions — as he says ‘giving back what | know through
consultancy or teaching’. Ujjal is happy to assist local business
owners needing some help in overcoming their businesses’
current challenges and obstacles*. He is also developing a
programme to coach people to develop a successful career as
Business Analysts. On the other hand he is attracted to using his
skills in a new field like property development.

Ujjal is unsure whether his future lies in India or Britain. He still
misses the vibrancy of life in India — the colour, the warmth, and
the circle of family and friends. He remembers with affection
growing up in a relatively small town and the time he spent as
a child in the village of his maternal grandfather. On the other
hand, he recognises that both India and he have changed a
great deal. He enjoys working in Britain, and the cosmopolitan
buzz of London — and being able to take for granted things like

4

reliable electricity supplies and clean water.

In the meantime, he enjoys spending time with his wife and four
year old daughter ("the best behaved child in her nursery’) and
working with the Residents Association in developing a new
website. It is nearly two years since Ujjal came to one of our
AGMs and volunteered to help. He was soon on the Committee,
full of ideas about how we could do more with the website. He
then worked on a survey to find out what people wanted from
the Association and from this he developed proposals for a new
website which have now been worked up by a contractor under
Ujjal’s guidance. (Details of the new website are on page 5). This
is a major step for the Association and it would not have been
possible without Ujjal’s input.

We thank him for all he has done and look forward to
continuing to work with him.

* Ujjal can be contacted on www.ujjalghosal.com

Your PHRA Committee:

CHAIRMAN - John Ingman
Tel: 020 8681 2355 email: john.ingman@blueyonder.co.uk

ADVERTISING - Andree Dyer - Tel: 020 8688 5488

NEWSLETTER EDITOR/PUBLISHER - John Chambers

Tel: 020 8686 5657 email: jc@jca-design.com

Other members are: Patricia Bonham, Fiona Nicol
(Membership), Ujjal Ghosal (IT), Bill Smart, David Stanton
(Treasurer) and Robert Webb (Secretary).

The publication of an advertisement in the Newsletter implies no
endorsement by the Association of the advertiser or his/her products
or services. If you use any of the services advertised, please let them
know that you saw the advertisement in this Newsletter. Thank you.

/

You are invited to join

SHIRLEY PARK LAWN TENNIS CLUB

(website:www.shirleyparkltc.org)

10 Courts (2 grass)
League Teams
Tournaments

Social Tennis
Beginners Encouraged
Junior Section
Coaching Available
Bar / Showers etc
Social Events ...

OPEN DAYS - Saturday/Sunday 25/26th June 2016, 10am onwards

For details call in at the Clubhouse, Sandilands, Croydon
or ring Phil Pullen: 020 8651 4330




CALLING ALL
CAR OWNERS
IN PARK HILL

D.F. JACKSON

Painting & Decorating

ARE YOU CONSIDERING SELLING, Km

REPAIRING OR SCRAPPING YOUR o LB -
CAR? OR DO YOU SIMPLY NEED :

HELP WITH REPLACING A BULB?

e All interior & exterior
work undertaken

* 20 years experience

e Fully insured

* Polite professional service
WHATEVER YOUR MOTORING
QUESTIONS, RING JAMES ON

Tel: 020 3015 3898
Mobile: 07946759463

THM (AUTOS)
Mobile service. Mobile valeting.

" MINTER’S LIMITED

BUILDERS & DECORATORS
TEL: 020 8668 8846

For all your building requirements around
the home, both inside and out.

30 years experience in the building trade.

Interior and exterior decorating undertaken
to all types of houses.

Fitted kitchens for rooms of all sizes. Washing machines
and dishwashers plumbed in.

Bathrooms, showers, tiling to both floors and walls.

Complete bathroom suites fitted.

FREE ESTIMATES.
www.mintersbuilders.co.uk

Here & There
- A Round-up of Local News

HM The Queen’s 90th Birthday

HM The Queen will be 90 on 21 April. To celebrate this
event, St Matthews Church in Chichester Road is holding
a bring and share tea party on Saturday 30 April from
3.00pm onwards to celebrate The Queen’s 90th Birthday
and warmly invites everyone to join in.

Bring along a cake or some savoury nibbles. Tea and
entertainment will be provided. Be part of Park Hill's
celebration of this special occasion.

Stanhope Road Street Party 2016

BRE RN T EROSME  After the success of the
e &% 2015 Stanhope Road
"2 =3 Street Party (pictured left
Local MP Gavin Barwell
with Erik Meyer, one of
the organisers) there
will be another annual
BIG LUNCH Street Party
418 - in Stanhope Road on
Sunday 12th June 2016, co-inciding with the Queen’s 90th
birthday.
Leaflets will be dropped around adjoining roads nearer the
date with more details, and Stanhope Road will be closed
from mid-morning onwards, between Chichester Road and
the Fairfield Path.

Sports Hall at Archbishop Tenison’s School
Archbishop Tenison’s School in Selborne Road propose to
build a sports hall at the rear of the hard play area at the
west side of the school, backing on to Engadine Close. The
building will be about 9 metres high. At the back of the
building there will be a green wall of plants which will soften
the appearance from the houses in Engadine Close.

This is the second application by the School for a sports hall
on this site. The School say that they have taken full account
of the criticisms made of the earlier application and have
worked closely with the Council Planning Department. They
say that the new Hall is badly needed — at present indoor
sports have to take place in the Assembly Hall which is often
required for other uses such as exams.

You can look at the plans on the Croydon Council on-line
planning register and give your views. Just Google ‘Croydon
planning on-line register’ and follow the links. Then insert the
name and address of the school.

We'd be glad to hear your views: e-mail our Chair, John
Ingman on john.ingman@blueyonder.co.uk

Having Problems Remembering Which
Bins Go Out When?

We all find it difficult to remember which bins go out for
collection when. But help is at hand.

Go to Croydon Council’s website — www. croydon.gov.
uk - and press the panel marked ‘Bin Collections’. Enter

your address (with post code.) That will take you to a site
where you can see the various bins and when they will be
collected next.

Council Tax

Council Tax in Croydon is going up from 1 April by nearly
2 per cent. In fact, Croydon Council is increasing the Tax
by nearly 4 per cent — but this is offset by savings in the
amount payable to the Greater London Assembly — what is
known as the precept.

How does this work? Croydon Council is increasing the
basic rate of Council Tax by 1.99%. This is the maximum
level they are allowed to increase it without holding a
referendum. Then in addition they are adding 2 per cent
more to cover the costs of social care for adults such as
help to the elderly and disabled. The Government has
allowed Councils to make this extra increase because it
has cut the help it gives Councils on social care. Taken
together, this makes an increase of 3.9 per cent. But
Boris has come to the rescue because the amount paid to
the Greater London Assembly for things like police and
transport has fallen by 6 per cent. As a result, the net
increase in Council Tax will be 1.89 per cent.

The increase will still be above the rate of inflation. In the
Council elections last year, Labour pledged not to increase
Council Tax by more than the rate of inflation. The Leader
of the Council, Councillor Newman, however, says that
things have changed!

H'T Fairfield Halls
; .

Fairfield Halls will close on
15 July for (at least) two
=, years whilst the building
is refurbished. Despite
strong local opposition,
the Council insisted on
going ahead with its plan
to redevelop the site in

a way which compelled the closure of the Halls. It is high
time that the Fairfield Halls are redeveloped - after fifty
years, they badly need new investment. However we are
not sure that the Council has the capacity carry though

a scheme of this kind. It is not clear where the money is
coming from and we suspect that the timetable is too
ambitious. We'd like to know more about the Council’s
plans for the Halls once they are re-opened. So in all, we
are sceptical that the Council can deliver on this one.

30 Fairfield Road

The Council has approved plans to redevelop this site —
which is at the end of the row of four houses in Fairfield
Road by the roundabout - ignoring our objections.
Developers had proposed that a single house should be
replaced by a three-four storey building of nine flats —
eight with two bedrooms and one with three. There would
be two car spaces.
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We said:-

The new building would be too tall. The top floor would
be significantly higher than the neighbouring houses and
is out of keeping with the surrounding area.

The car parking spaces were quite inadequate for nine
flats. The residents will park their cars in nearby streets,
adding to the pressures on street parking.

We objected to the piecemeal development of this site.
There is already one development approved at no 24 (see
below) and we think it would be much better to redevelop
the whole area - nos 24-30 Fairfield Road - rather than put
forward one-off schemes like this.

However the Council has approved the plans — and work
has started on the new development in the garden of no
24 Fairfield Road which was approved some time ago.

The Council has refused planning permission for the fencing
round Cotelands which was put up last year. The Management
Company for the estate did not seek planning permission for
the fencing before erecting it. But fencing of this height needs
planning permission and the Management Company had to
apply for what is known as retrospective permission — that is,
permission for something that has already been done.

The Council turned down the application on the grounds that
the fencing did not respect the open aspect of the estate nor
the character of the street scene. We understand that the
Management Company are appealing against this decision.

Please note that local Councillors are now available for
consultation only on the second Saturday of the month
from 10-12 in the mornings (except in August) at St
Matthew’s Church, Chichester Road. (Previously they were
there on the second and fourth Saturdays).

From 28 April, films will be
shown from Thursdays to
Sundays on the top level of the
multi-storey car park next to the
railway at the back of College
Green. Entry to the site will be
free and there will be a bar and
a food stand. Films to be shown
include Labyrinth, The Martian,
Pulp Fiction and Jurassic World. Further details from: www.
lostformatsociety.co.uk

The Council wants your views on Libraries in Croydon. They
are mounting a six-week public ‘engagement’ including

an on-line survey and focus groups. The information
gathered will contribute to an Ambitious for Libraries Plan
to be published later in the year. Details of the exercise are
available on: getinvolved.croydon.gov.uk

We think that what Croydon’s Libraries need is quite simple —
more money. But this is a chance to put forward your views.

C.R. MACKAY
Roofing Specialist

FULLY INSURED - FREE ESTIMATES
REDLAND & MARLEY APPROVED CONTRACTOR

* NEW ROOFS - STRIP & TILE

* REPAIRS / OVERHAULS

* FLAT ROOFS - THREE LAYER FELT

* SLATING & TILING

« NEW FACIA BOARDS

« GUTTERING RENEWED OR REPAIRED
« LEADWORK STEP CHIMNEY FLASHING
« CHIMNEYS REBUILT OR REMOVED

« REPOINTING & RENDERING

We guarantee all our repair work and give a TEN YEAR guarantee on all new roofs.

Tel: 020 8651 5514/ Mobile: 07882 489562
5 Essenden Road, Sanderstead, South Croydon. CR2 OBW

 Replacements
e Servicing

2 Years Guarantee
Free Estimates

Landlord’s Certificates

DG WARM AIR HEATING

Call: 01689 601338
Mobile: 07889 239 205

www.dgwarmairheating.co.uk

WARM AIR HEATING SPECIALISTS

Approved installers for
Johnson & Stanley.

M & A CONTRACTORS

BATHROOM & KITCHEN
INSTALLATIONS

ERECTRICIANS
D.). TRYLOR & SON

Tel: 020 8637 4818/020 86314260

* Extra sockets
* House rewiring
* Heating
» Lighting points
- Security lighting
« Office rewiring
 Maintenance

* Property maintenance
* All building work
* Plumbing, tiling, electrical

» Same day response
Tel: 01883 623 621

Mobile: 07828 195 186
Established 25 years

Hational Inspection Councll for
Electrical Installation Contracting

DOMESTIC & f}
COMMERCIAL | o3

O0LCT
CERTIFICATION

AFPPROVED CONTRACTOR




SOUTHERN KITCHEN CONVERSIONS

Replacement Doors & Worktops at a fraction of
the cost of a total refit

Choices from:

« Solid Wood

* Laminate

* Vinyl Wrapped MDF
 Painted MDF

» Contemporary & Traditional Styles
* Free Advice
* Also Complete Kitchens &

Bedrooms supplied & fitted

Over 20 years experience!

We bring our mobile showroom to the comfort of your own home.

Ist for price, 1st for service. Save ££££

Call: 020 8668 8920

NORDEC HEATING LTD

GAS WARM AIR HEATING SPECIALISTS
EST. 1957

ONE OFF SERVICE

£57 IncVat

(New customers only)
*SERVICE PLANS FROM £99
*Landlord Safety certificates from £35

*Free MNo obligation Quotations

CONTACT US TODAY
01342-841651

infonordec.co.uk
www.nordec.co.uk

(Offering peace of mind & exceptional value)

6AS SAFE 62548

A.W. NOKES

PROPERTY MAINTENANCE & REPAIR
(EST. 1990)

Interior/exterior painting and
decorating, fencing, tiling,
carpentry, gutter clearing, plus
all your maintenance needs.

- No job too small
- Quality work at affordable prices
- Free Estimates
- Local to area
- Fully insured

Tele/fax: 020 8462 7066
Mobile: 07710 425 877

LJJ £ email: anokes@btinternet.com

g

SB Eiectricat & Building Services Ltd

The complete building company

® House renovations AT

® Bathroom installation
® Kitchen installation

® All electrical aspects
® Plumbing and heating

® Plastering and decorating

® Extensions and loft conversions

® Patios, decking and landscaping

Mobile: 07958 750 438
Office: 020 8462 8777

www.sbelectricals.net

KB INTERIORS

Painting ¢ Decorating

CALL MICK
YOUR LOCAL
O REGISTERED
PLUMBER

TANKS*CYLINDERS*TAPS*TOILETS
IMMERSION HEATERS*SHOWERS
BATHROOMS*BURST PIPES*VALVES
BLOCKAGES*WASHING MACHINES
RADIATORS* ALL PLUMBING WORKS

OVER 30 YEARS EXPERIENCE
FULLY INSURED

MICK: 020 8651 4461
MOBILE: 07974 176342

REGISTERED WITH THE INSTITUTE OF
PLUMBING. WHY TAKE A CHANCE?

24 HOUR SERVICE I live locally in South Croydon & am fully

P & D qualified, insured &
KEEP THIS YOU NEVER KNOW! Police (CRB) checked

This newsletter is designed and produced for Park Hill Residents Association by John Chambers Associates Ltd. (www.jca-design.com)

Do you wish you could get that painting
& decorating, you keep putting off, done
at a reasonable cost, by someone you
could trust to leave a key with?

Phone Kevin Bannister on
020 8688 5085 or

07968 087 830 (mobile) .
for a chat & a free estimate .
Or if you prefer, email me on '
Kbinteriors@fsmail.net .




pedder

With age
comes wisdom.

With a track record as long as ours, we believe there's Pedder. Nobody knows South East London
nobody who has more experience in property in SE like we know South East London.

London. And with our unparalleled presence in the area,

we believe we've earned the right to call ourselves the

local experts. SE London's premier agent

Crystal Palace  Dulwich Village East Dulwich Forest Hill Herne Hill Park Hill Sydenham West Norwood

Pissarro House 119 Dulwich 23 Lordship Lane 45 London Road 24 Half 52 Chichester Darley House 270 Norwood

77A Westow Hill Village East Dulwich Forest Hill Moon Lane Road 14 Sydenham Road

SE19 1TZ SE21 7BJ SE22 8EW SE23 3TY Herne Hill Park Hill Road \¥est Norwood
SE24 gHU CRo 5NB SE26 5QW SE27 9AJ

Residential Sales | Residential Lettings | Property Management | New Homes Specialists | Mortgages
Commercial Property | Land / Development | Chartered Surveyors | Property Maintenance
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www.pedderproperty.com “hay UK Teber e



