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LOOK FOR THE HELPERS

Find your local news at www.phra.org.uk. Park Hill News is printed on paper from sustainable sources FSC certified (license code: FSC- C141094) and 
distributed to 3,000 homes in Park Hill. If you use the services of our advertisers, please let us know and let them know where you saw the advert.

PARK HILL RESIDENTS
ASSOCIATION

JANUARY 2024 
LITTER PICK!
On Sunday 21st 
January between 12 
noon and 1:30pm, 
come and join a 
great group of local 
residents, all eager to 
clean up the area.

CONTENTS:      PAGE 3       PAGE 10                         PAGE 23

A POCKETS OF 
PARADISE
Park Hill is packed with 
pockets of paradise 
– Park Hill Park, Lloyd 
Park and of course our 
back gardens which 
provide homes to a 
variety of wildlife.

ON PATROL  
WITH THE MET
October saw the first 
Community Partnership 
‘Day of Action’ in 
Croydon; anyone who 
wanted to join in was 
welcome to do so. 
Read more on page 23.

Continues on page 3

When the weather is cold and dark and 
there’s so little light it’s easy to become 
despondent. Current events might make 
it seem reasonable to do so. I’ve had 
conversations lately with folks who are 
feeling overwhelmed or even hopeless.
I don’t wish to diminish the difficulties faced by many 
but despair, while seductive, is not the answer. I was 
there when the floods of 2011 devastated my hometown 
of Brisbane Australia, and it was then that I first heard 
the phrase “Look for the Helpers.” We were there, in our 
hundreds, helping our friends and neighbours clean up 
so the rebuild could begin. Despair and hopelessness fail 
to acknowledge the good being done. In the last few 
months as the Park Hill Residents Association (PHRA) 
Committee chair I’ve had the opportunity to meet, 
connect and work with so many local helpers.

Within the Association we have been helped by so many 
throughout the year. Our stalwart committee has worked 
hard as ever keeping the community informed and 
developers under close scrutiny. Our distributors have 
got the news out and we’ve hosted two very successful 
Litter Picks. Our volunteers might say they don’t need 
thanks, but I was so pleased to express our gratitude with 
the PHRA’s first ever Volunteer thank you event! We were 
extremely grateful for the generous contributions of Elliot 
Purcell at Bairstow Eves East Croydon who sponsored 
the event.

While I see a lot of reasons to be hopeful (I’ll get to that 
later) but it must be acknowledged that the PHRA is 
going through a difficult season. Our committee is in 

transition and by our AGM in May we need to at least 
recruit a new treasurer and secretary. We’re very grateful 
that through our online membership site Member Mojo, 
some people have expressed an interest in getting more 
involved but we’re once again putting out the call for 
help to the community. Anyone, young or old, retired 
or working, homeowners or rental occupants would 
be welcome to join us. If you could lend your time and 
skills to the PHRA committee or support our upcoming 
showcase event on the March 9th 2024 we’d love to hear 
from you - please email phra.org@gmail.com. If you’re 
unable to give your time right now you can also support 
us by becoming a member, go to page 16 for more info. 

Back to hope. In my role as chair, I’ve seen the work of 
many dedicated people around Croydon. 
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Above: Thanks to our loyal and interested residents at the 
Annual Meeting in May 2023.

By Penny Channon, PHRA Committee Chair

PARK HILL WWW.PHRA.ORG.UK
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Part of the

Full nursing care
Outstanding and accredited end of life care
Residential care
Trained nursing professionals to assist with daily care and 
fun activities
Respite care
For whenever you or your carer need a break
Independent living 
Self-contained apartments with on-call alarms and  
daily support

Book a personalised tour
020 8256 1596
enquiries@whitgiftcare.co.uk
whitgiftcare.co.uk

Caring for Croydon
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WHAT’S HAPPENING
i n  park  h i ll

LOOK FOR THE HELPERS SUNDAY 21 JANUARY 2024 
IS LITTER PICK DAY!
Thanks to all of our volunteers who did a fantastic 
job at our summer litter pick, in spite of the heat on 
the day. Park Hill was momentarily left spotless and 
was probably the cleanest area in Croydon with not a 
trace of litter. So let’s do it again!
On Sunday 21st January between 12 noon and 1:30 pm, 
come and join a great group of local residents, all eager 
to clean up the area. There is no obligation to stay for the 
full 90 minutes, but you’ll feel a real sense of satisfaction 
when you return to base with bags full of all the rubbish 
that has been left on our streets and pavements.

Everyone is issued with a 
‘picker’ and a bag in a plastic 
frame. All you need to bring is 
a pair of gloves and that’s it. 
You’ll be allocated an area to 
clean up and we try to avoid 
duplication so that the whole 
area is covered.

Let’s keep Park Hill tidy!

I was privileged to attend the Local Community 
Partnerships Meeting for Croydon Central East. It was 
inspiring to see a room full of staff and volunteers from 
groups who support everyone from troubled youth to 
isolated older people. I was also delighted to hear that a 
weekly drop in for residents in need has just commenced 
The Woodside Community Hub is open every Tuesday 
from 1:30 -3:30 at Woodside Baptist Church.

Closer to home James Cork, PHRA member and friend 
to the association has been conducting a one-man 
campaign to improve pedestrian safety in Park Hill. The 
PHRA have been happy to support his petition for a 
new crossing on Park Hill Road.

The work of volunteers in the Park Hill School’s 
Association (PHSA) was also evident to see… and hear 
recently. They hosted their annual Fireworks event 
in November. It was a hugely successful event and 
fundraiser that the resident’s association was pleased 
to support for a second year. I’d been hearing great 
things about what the group has been doing so took 
some time to speak to Emily Adams who has been chair 
since 2019.

Emily told me that the School’s Association has also 
had difficult seasons. Their committee was once very 
small and Covid created its own challenges. Despite 
this they’ve gone from strength to strength. The group 
is now thriving and 25 people attended their recent 
AGM! Emily herself has just resigned from her role as 
chair but she leaves the group in good hands as not 
one, but three new co-chairs have stepped up and they 
have also appointed a new treasurer and secretary! 
Emily said to me during our discussion “People aren’t 
scared, they’re just very busy!” Emily, despite her 
own busyness intends to keep supporting the new 
committee and delivering the Park Hill News. 

In closing I just want to say if you look, you’ll find hope 
with the helpers and I’m hopeful about the future 
of the PHRA. On behalf of the PHRA Committee and 
I would like to wish all Park Hill residents a merry 
Christmas, a safe and relaxing festive season and a 
happy and prosperous new year! 

By Penny Channon, PHRA Committee Chair

Continued from front page

DISCLAIMER:
Park Hill News is a free publication distributed to around 
3,000 homes in the Park Hill area of Croydon. We are 
a non-political organisation, so the views expressed 
by contributors are their own personal views, and not 
necessarily the views of Park Hill Residents’ Association.
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THE NEW VICAR OF ST MATTHEW’S 

I met Ruth in early 
November at the vicarage 
to find out her hopes and 
vision for the church under 
her new leadership. She 
is a warm and welcoming 
person, arriving in June 
this year, full of energy 
and ideas, and fresh 
from her curacy in the 

Warlingham Team. Her training incumbent (manager) 
whilst there was Rev Michelle Edmonds who used to be 
the curate at St Matthew’s!

Ruth’s journey into faith and service started early, even 
when as a 7-year-old she began to have a sense of calling, 
as then undefined. Jobs working for an MP in Parliament 
(where she met her husband), then for a Commodities 
company followed. Her last job before training for the 
priesthood was the Verger of the Parliamentary Chapel, 
working with both the Speaker’s Chaplain and Black Rod.  

Ruth is married to Richard, who is Head of Parliamentary 
Affairs for the Church of England, and they have a 
daughter of 15 and twins of 13, a girl and a boy. After 
several church moves in Ruth’s vocational journey, they 
now finally feel very happy and settled in their new home 
in Park Hill.

St Matthew’s mission as a church is ‘Sharing the Love of 
God - and whether you have any belief or none, Ruth 
wants to welcome everyone into the church, in words 
from Iona liturgy, ‘come not because you understand but 
because you are understood.’ As the parish priest at St 
Matthew’s, Ruth is here for everyone in the parish whether 
they attend the church or not. However, she is proud that 
St Matthew’s church is inclusive, welcoming and Ruth says, 
“God loves us All – so come and discover that Love.” 

Although full of ideas, Ruth does not want to change 
anything too much during her first year in Croydon. She’s 
enjoying learning about the ‘DNA’ of the church she has 
inherited. Numbers are growing which is wonderful and 
there is so much to be encouraged by.

She says the congregation has been very generous in 
accepting some of her ‘crazy ideas’, but in the few months 
she’s been here, she has re-started ‘Messy Church’ for kids 
and started a Youth Group – which is open to all local 
young people of secondary school age who are at a loose 
end on Saturday evenings.

She already has a good relationship with the three local 
schools in Park Hill, and is Chaplain at Tenison’s and 
establishing a Chaplaincy role at London Southbank 
University, Croydon Campus. Our community has over 
3,000 homes, and in Croydon as whole nearly 25% of 
the population is comprised of people 17 and under. 

Part of Ruth’s role here is working with young people 
because they’re not just the future of the church but part 
of the church today. Each school day, Tenison’s holds an 
‘assembly’ at church, (as a Church of England School), a 
year group each day, and the Eucharist is celebrated once 
a year for every year group. Ruth also leads the beginning 
and end of term services for the school and for staff which 
she says is a real privilege.

As she gets to know her congregation, Ruth delights in 
its diversity, and encouraged at how keen the younger 
members are to develop their faith. She also hugely 
values the older generation and the gifts they bring 
to the community and likes hearing about their varied 
spiritual journeys. 

St Matthew’s is Park Hill’s Parish church serving everyone, 
and as such is a vibrant hub of activity, not just on a 
Sunday, but during the week when dozens of different 
activities take place. Ruth’s message is that God loves 
us all unconditionally, we are all made in the image of 
God, and all called to serve each other to the best of our 
ability.  The church is reaching out into the community 
to answer people’s needs in all kinds of ways and as a 
church we are inspired by the Diocese of Southwark’s 
vision to be Christ Centred and Outward Focused. 
Newcomers have nothing to fear – all are welcome, and 
those first steps over the threshold should never put you 
off – a warm welcome awaits.

Holy Communion (the Eucharist) is very important at 
St Matthew’s, and is celebrated every Sunday and 
Wednesday morning. Ruth calls this a highlight of her 
ministry and feels a great privilege every time she stands 
at the altar to offer this sacrament.

We wish Reverend Ruth and her family a very happy 
and successful time in Park Hill, and we are sure that 
her warmth and spirit will break down many barriers to 
spreading God’s word.

To contact Rev Ruth Chapman, email: revruthchapman@
gmail.com or phone 020 8681 3147.

For more information, please go to www.stmatthew.org.uk 

Follow us on Facebook and Instagram @StMatthewCR72 
and X @StMatthew CR

ROOF APPEAL
To support St Matthew’s roof appeal please visit: 

easyfundraising and look for St Matthew Croydon. 

By John Chambers

We welcome Rev. Ruth Chapman, the new Vicar 
of St Matthew’s Church.
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Your ever-active Councillor Jade Appleton reports
UPDATE FROM JADE 

YOUR COUNCIL & HOW IT AFFECTS US ALL
JASON PERRY, EXECUTIVE MAYOR

At the Develop Croydon 
conference, I was able 
to set out our plans to 

restart and deliver a future 
vision for a new, sustainable 
town centre, restoring pride 
and confidence. Unibail 
Radamco Westfield, bought 
out their development 
partner Hammerson earlier 
this year, showing their 
long term commitment to 
Croydon and I am eager to 
see the development of a 
master plan followed by a 
planning application as soon 
as possible.

I am engaging with all partners 
invested in several iconic key 
sites across Croydon, using 
my role as Executive Mayor 
to provide the leadership and 
support to deliver on my pledge 
of reimagining a Croydon of 
which we can all be proud.

I am intent on taking action to 
ensure we are fixing the broken 
windows of our borough and 
making our town centre cleaner, 
healthier, and safer.

However, I am not just waiting for 
regeneration to happen before 
we take steps to restore pride 
in our town centre. We have 
already re-introduced the public 
space protection order, allowing 
the police to tackle anti-social 
behaviour, and are delivering 
on a programme of outreach 
providing support for young 
people at risk of youth violence.

We have just secured £165,000 
of government Safer Streets 
funding to tackle crime in the 
town centre. This will be used 
for projects aimed at reducing 
personal robberies, knife crime 
and violence with a focus on 
intervention for girls.

I am determined that Croydon 
will not be defined by crime 
and that our town centre will 
become a safe and welcoming 
place for all. I remain focussed 
on one of my key objectives to 
reform planning policy through 
our review of the Local Plan, 
encouraging development 
whilst respecting the character 
of communities and removing 
the previously implemented 
intensification zones.

To further promote healthier 
lives, we are taking positive 
steps to improve the borough’s 
sporting facilities, delivering 
much-needed investment to 
refurbish council tennis courts - 
including those in Park Hill Park 
- with over £500,000 of Lawn 
Tennis Association investment. I 
am also delighted that we have 
secured £140,000 from Section 
106 obligations – money the 
council receives from developers 
for local infrastructure – to 
provide a new playground and 
accessible toilets in Park Hill 
Park. This responds directly to 
longstanding calls from the 
hardworking Friends’ Group and 
local residents for accessible 
toilets in this popular park.

As ever, I continue to put fixing 
Croydon’s historical financial 
mismanagement at the forefront 
of my agenda, which often 
involves difficult decisions and 
limited choices. In order to 
become financially sustainable, 
we are investing in transforming 
the way we provide services, so 
that theCouncil becomes more 
efficient and provides best value 
for money.

Unlike other ‘distressed’ 
authorities Croydon does not 
have commissioners and we 
remain in control of all our 

powers. We continue to work 
closely with the Government’s 
Improvement and Assurance 
Panel, who recently issued their 
Exit Strategy which should see 
them leave Croydon by July 
2025.

The Government has said 
that Croydon is making strong 
progress and heading in the right 
direction, which is positive news 
for the borough as we continue 
our journey of improvement.

Jason Perry
Executive Mayor of Croydon

www.jasonperry.uk

 JasonForCroydon 

 @JasonForCroydon

Remembrance Sunday service took place on the 
12th November at the Minster. Croydon came together 
to pause and to remember the many brave men and 
women in the Armed Forces who have lost their lives 
in conflicts, with wreath-laying taking place following 
outside the Town Hall.

Crime and Safety -  I was devastated to hear that the 
teenage girl who was stabbed in the town centre had 
tragically died. Our whole community’s thoughts will be 
with the victim’s family and friends.

I am currently organising a walk with our local policing 
team for women to discuss any local safety concerns. 
Please do get in touch if you’d like to join this.

I was heartened to see that in early November it was 
announced that Croydon Council has secured £165,000 
through the government’s Safer Streets Fund to tackle 
crime in the town centre. The funding will be used for 
projects aimed to reduce personal robberies, knife 
crime and violence in the town centre with a focus on 
intervention for girls.

Town Centre - The council is to create an ‘Urban Room’, 
a digital space and a physical place in the Whitgift 
Centre, to host conversations, exhibitions and events 
– many led by the community – encouraging residents 
to have their say on the town centre regeneration, so 
please take part. Also the underpass to the Whitgift 
Centre is to be replaced with a surface crossing.

Council tax - Croydon residents are being invited to 
give their views on the council’s budget proposals for 
2024/25. A short online survey is available for six weeks 
until 19 December –please do email me for the link. 
Residents who cannot access the survey online can call 
the council on 020 8726 6000.

For 2024/25, Croydon is proposing a 2.99% increase 
in council tax which, combined with the 2% the 
government expects all councils to raise for adult social 
care, makes a total increase of 4.99%. This works out to 
£1.73 a week for a B and D property and the proposed 
increase is in line with the government cap for all London 
boroughs. Croydon’s Executive Mayor Jason Perry has 
said he will not support any increase over the cap in 
2024/25 or in future years.

Bus shelters - I’ve been updated by officers that 
Croydon Council is taking steps to terminate its contract 
with Valo Smart City to deliver bus shelters in the 
borough. The council awarded this contract in 2021, 
to Valo Smart City which has failed to deliver a single 
bus shelter in our borough. Many attempts have been 
made to arrange a working plan that would deliver the 

shelters; timelines have 
been shifted, negotiations 
have taken place, and none 
of this has resulted in a 
satisfactory outcome. Our 
residents have waited long 
enough. I will keep pressing.

Roads plans locally - A petition is currently being 
circulated to improve the zebra crossing on Park Hill Road 
and improve safety for everyone locally. If the required 
number of signatures is reached I will speak on this in the 
council chamber in December as a local debate, with 
hope of securing support for improving the crossing.

There are early discussions to review the one way system 
to the south of Addiscombe Road. Although outside our 
ward a representative of PHRA met with council officers 
to increase traffic on Park Hill Road, Chichester Road 
and Selborne Road in particular.

Park Hill Park - In the summer the council announced 
that it had secured £140,000 of funding to provide a 
new playground and disabled toilets, to make the park 
more accessible, disability-friendly, and fun. There is also 
work being undertaken to improve the tennis courts. The 
scaffolding on the Water Tower is now being removed, 
if you would like a detailed update on the tower works 
please do get in touch and I can send this to you..

Lloyd Park - Following its closure earlier in the year, 
many have raised questions over what will happen to 
the Bowls Club in Lloyd Park. I’ve received different 
suggestions of use from local groups and the café. I’m in 
the process of arranging a meeting with council officers 
for us to find the best use going forward. It’s essential 
this fits with our community in Park Hill.

Post deliveries - Many residents have been in touch 
to let me know they’ve been experiencing difficulties 
with intermittent postal deliveries locally. I’m currently 
chasing this with Royal Mail to resolve this, especially 
before the busy Christmas period. Please do get in touch 
if you have been affected.

Waste and recycling – residents across Park Hill have 
raised issues with me, particularly around collection 
of food waste, we have in most cases worked to 
resolve with Veolia, please do get in touch if you are 
experiencing any issues.

Leaf clearance – I’ve been pressing officers to ensure 
pathways are kept clear, particularly the Fairfield Path 
running into Lloyd Park which is often missed. Please do 
let me know if your road has not been swept.
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It is a pleasure to once again be writing an 
update for Park Hill residents. As I’m sure you 
will be aware, a lot has changed since my 

contribution to your newsletter in the summer.  

Parliament is back in session after Conference Recess, 
in which Sir Keir Starmer and Rishi Sunak laid out their 
visions for Britain’s future. In that time, we have seen 
three Parliamentary seats turn red after Labour’s 
monumental victories in by-elections in Rutherglen and 
Hamilton West, Tamworth, and Mid Bedfordshire.  We 
have also just seen the first King’s Speech in over seventy 
years, as King Charles III became the first King to open 
Parliament since his grandfather, George VI, in 1950. 

I know many people in Croydon will be watching the news 
with horror following the attacks in Israel and Gaza. All 
of us want the hostages to be freed, for the terrorists to 
be caught, and for civilian lives to be protected. In the 
long-term we need a long-term, peaceful two-state 
solution and I hope and pray that our leaders across the 
international community are doing all they can to try to 
get the fighting to stop and minimise loss of life.  

I know many people will feel drawn to donate money 
– and there are many charities helping with the 
humanitarian effort such as the RedCross. We have seen 
an increase in antisemitism and islamophobia in Croydon 
since 7 October and I am keeping in touch with the police 
as much as possible.  

You may have seen that, since I last wrote, I have been 
given a new role in Sir Keir Starmer’s team. As Shadow 
Minister for Industry and Decarbonisation, I will be 
working alongside Jonathan Reynolds and Ed Miliband 
to develop policies that will lower energy bills and create 
good jobs, making the most of the opportunities that net 
zero could bring. Spending the last few weeks meeting 
industry leaders has underlined to me just how much we 
could be doing.  

Locally, I have been busy. Autumn has arrived, and I 
know that families are continuing to feel the strain of 
energy costs and food prices in the ongoing cost-of-
living crisis. I am aware just how difficult things are at the 
moment, especially as we move into the colder months 
and Christmas approaches. I continue to hold my regular 
surgeries to try and help people where I can.  

I was shocked and saddened by the recent deaths of 

Our member of Parliament

SARAH JONES
WRITES...

two young people in our town. Recent events have 
made abundantly clear the amount of work still to be 
done tackling violence. I work tirelessly to support local 
organisations, deliver funding and work with the police 
on this scourge – it remains my top priority. It is clear 
that youth centres like the one that will be created in 
Ashburton Lodge are vital to prevent young people 
from being drawn into violence.

It was a privilege to unveil plaques on South Norwood 
High Street commemorating two local women, Ethel 
Fennings and Mary Pearson, who actively campaigned 
for votes for women in the early 1900s. As Croydon’s 
first female MP, I stand on the shoulders of activists like 
Ethel and Mary who fought so hard for women to have 
a voice in our politics. 

This month marks seven years since the tragic tram 
crash which devastated our Croydon community and 
took the lives of seven people. I attended the memorial 
event as I do every year and maintain close contact 
with stakeholders to make sure our trams are being 
well maintained and looked after and nothing of that 
horrific nature can ever happen again.  

As I mentioned in my previous letter, boundary changes 
mean that your ward will move into the Croydon South 
constituency. I will be standing in the new Croydon 
West constituency, so will no longer be your MP. It has 
been an honour to represent you, and I will continue 
to do so to the very best of my abilities until the next 
general election. 

My MP advice surgeries across the constituency in 
the last few months have been very well-attended. 
These surgeries are a chance for people to bring 
their concerns to me and my team. We will always 
do whatever we can to help and support you with 
whatever you need. 

If there is anything I can do as your MP to support you, 
please don’t hesitate to get in touch. My team and I 
are always on hand to offer any advice and support 
that we can offer. If you think I can help, please email 
me at sarah.jones.mp@parliament.uk. Alternatively, my 
office phone number is 0208 191 7066. Lines are open 
Tuesdays and Wednesdays, 10am-12pm and 2-4pm. 

I hope you have a Happy Christmas and New Year!

 Ashley Marriott
Director

ashley@marriottvernon.com

Ian Vernon 
Director

ian@marriottvernon.com

Ambitiously Exceeding Expectations

At Marriott Vernon we are passionate about providing
you with a real property partner who will guide you

throughout your property transaction whether you are
looking to buy, sell, rent or let a property. We offer a

perfect blend of traditional, modern and digital
methods of marketing combined with over 40 years of

local experience covering the Park Hill area. 

0208 657 7778
marriottvernon.com
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A POCKET OF PARADISE
by  An ita  Reeve ,  stanhope  road  res ident 
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Park Hill has a plethora of bird life with a diverse range 
of different species. Green woodpeckers, nuthatches, 
chaffinches, thrushes, dunnocks, blackbirds, blue tits, 
coal tits, gold finches, green finches, magpies, jay birds 
and owls, these are just a few of our winged wanders 
that make stop-overs in our garden and just recently… a 
sparrow hawk came calling! 

Who would have thought – a sparrow hawk (see above), 
a bird of prey in Park Hill. Every back garden has the 
potential to be a paradise for wildlife. In our garden a 
variety of native plants like a hawthorn hedge provide 
a small habitat for insects, which sustain birds with 
food as well as shelter. Planting apple and pear trees 
produces a perfect dining experience for the blackbirds 
and thrushes. Our log pile creates a hidey hole heaven 
for beetles, snails, centipedes and woodlice, serving 
up a banquet for the birds as well as for hedgehogs 
and frogs.  We left two small dead trees standing tall 
like lollipops, to lure in the great spotted woodpeckers, 
so they could probe the bark for insects with their 
sticky tongues. Over the summer we planted a native 
wildflower garden including poppies, cornflowers, tidy 
tips and cosmos to encourage bees, butterflies and 
other pollinators, again encouraging bird life. Clean 
water in our bird bath guarantees beaks are quenched 
and feathers are bathed all year round. Our bird feeder 
with spring loaded perches and a squirrel proof dome 
ensures the little birds get a look in too.  Finally, our 
robust bird boxes protect hatchlings from predators, 
helping the bird life community to thrive.

Everyone can help the Park Hill bird life community 
thrive, and you do not need a garden to do so. 
Attaching a basic bird feeder to a window will have the 
birds queueing up. Do avoid feeding birds bread as its 
nutritional content is low, instead opt for suitable seeds 
and grains or mealworms or better still sunflower hearts 
as there will be less mess. Happy bird spotting.

Have you ever scrolled across a satellite 
view of the Borough of Croydon using 
Google Earth? If you start at the Croydon 

town centre, the pattern is - concrete, tree, 
concrete, as you pan out; concrete, tree, grass, 
then you reach Park Hill; tree, paradise, grass, 
paradise. Park Hill is packed with pockets of 
paradise – Park Hill Park, Lloyd Park and of 
course our back gardens which provide homes 
to a variety of wildlife like frogs and foxes, 
hedgehogs, badgers, bats, bees and of course 
the birds.

Perhaps our favourite bird resident in Park Hill is the 
robin with its plump little body, frostings of white tummy, 
toppings of dusky brown plumage and a famously red 
breast. Robins are known as ‘gardener’s friend’ because 
if you are digging the soil, they will perch nearby and 
with trills and trembling notes - sing for their supper. 
If a worm or creepy crawly is exposed, the robin will 
swoop down and snatch it up and bob-bob-bob along 
beside you, waiting for more. Another bird resident is the 
striking great spotted woodpecker, if you haven’t seen 
their vibrant flash of red and notes of black and white as 
they ‘bounce past in flight’, you may have heard them 
drum on a tree trunk with an oscillating beat.

PETS LAND
99 Lower Addiscombe Road, Croydon CR0 6PT

• Spa treatment

• Mini/full grooming

• Wash and go

• Dog massage

• Pawdicures

• All breeds/sizes

Call: 020 8655 4060

www.petsland.uk
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PARK HILL MEMORIES:

I was very taken with a project by the 
Swiss architects, Atelier 5, for a site 
in Croydon to be called St. Bernard’s, 
which featured an ‘upside- down’ 
arrangement with living areas on the 
upper level and bedroom quarters 
beneath. I subsequently factored this 
into my design, little thinking I would 
coincidently be living almost adjacent 
to the site for 43 years of my life.

Jackie and I moved to Croydon in 
1980 from West Norwood with three 
children and were searching for a 
large house which we could shape 
to meet the needs of a growing 
family. We found 15 Stanhope Road 
(pictured above), one half of a 1901 
Edwardian house, with a large 
number of rooms (which satisfied 
Jackie’s desire for space) and an 
elaborate moulded plaster ceiling 
resembling the Sistine chapel (which 
satisfied my desire for architectural 
character). In addition, it had a large 
garden, more like a jungle actually, 
in the shadow of the water tower. 
It had certainly seen better days 
but we set to work upgrading it and 
our four boys thrived there because 
of its sense of shabbiness, sense 
of adventure and space. We were 
blessed with wonderful neighbours, 
Sue and David Bernstein and their 
slightly older children who were 
always an inspiration for our family.

As we became more familiar with 

the area, we began to appreciate 
the unique character of this green 
suburban environment, in close 
proximity to a major urban centre 
and yet within walking distance of the 
countryside and so many parks. All 
this, and with great transport links to 
London and the South Coast. We also 
soon realised that we had landed in 
a truly caring community with close 
neighbours; the Bernstein family, Roy 
Berry (who had occupied the adjacent 
coach house, part of the original Water 
Tower House, since 1953), as well as Dr. 
Len Williams and his wife, Jean, and 
indeed many others.

PARK HILL DEVELOPMENT
Back in 1980, Park Hill had been 
largely redeveloped by Wates as 
a medium density garden suburb.  
However, it still had a scattering of 
large Edwardian villas many of which 
remain to this day, one notable 
exception being Cedar View at the 
south end of Stanhope Road. East 
Croydon station had not yet been 
redeveloped and was still housed 
under a magnificent timber vaulted 
roof and flanked to one side by a 
parade of shops, including that of 
a coal merchant who received his 
supplies from the train sidings behind. 
Altyre Road was mostly residential 
with no courthouse building , no 
church, no hotel and certainly no 
residential tower blocks within sight of 
our green and pleasant idyll. Chepstow 
Road and Fairfield Road were almost 
completely lined with post-war and 
some pre-war family houses.

When we arrived in Park Hill there 
was a fine balance between owner 
occupied family homes both pre 
and post war, and 1960s and 70s 
smaller houses, maisonettes and 
managed blocks of flats. Properties 
to rent were numerous but not in 
overwhelming numbers. Generally, 
the new architecture, planning and 
landscape was of a high standard. 
These characteristics of Park hill were 
maintained and improved right up 

to the end of the century in no small 
part due to the work of the Park Hill 
Residents Association.

PARK HILL RESIDENTS ASSOCIATION
Soon after we moved into Stanhope 
Road, I attended my first PHRA 
AGM and after asking a question of 
George Parish, the PHRA’s planning 
guru, I was immediately co-opted 
onto the committee. In those days 
the PHRA had a social subcommittee 
run by Valerie Watts and a planning 
subcommittee run by Dick Ward, 
all under the watchful eye of PHRA 
chairman Basil Baker. John Ingman 
had just stood down but was, of 
course, to return later as Basil’s 
successor, whilst other committee 
members included Lois Baker, Barbara 
Parkin, Edna Moore, Don Robbins and 
Mike Jones.

The social activities run by the PHRA 
were beginning to fade away but a 
very activist approach to planning 
matters was encouraged by Basil 
Baker and supported by sympathetic 
councillors (Robert Coatman and 
John Aston) and a local authority 
who listened to the views of their 
residents and the professional views 
of their officers. We were able to 
influence various planning proposals 
with some success (the historical 
listing of Redcourt and its retention 
and enlargement as a care home), 
some failures (changing the form 
and appearance of the Croydon 
Park Hotel) as well as pursuing 
some objectives which now frankly 
seem ludicrous (objection to the 
development of Steep Hill). We were 
already facing pressure at this time 
to build in any open space available 
including small amenity plots 
and back gardens and changing 
demographics were fuelling demand 
for more high-density flats and care 
homes for the elderly. During this 
period, Redcourt, Acacia Lodge (now 
Cedar View), Arthur Court, Alden Court, 
Elizabeth Court and Wilhelmina House 
all appeared on the Park Hill scene.

In 1965, I was an architectural student in Cardiff with no knowledge or relationship with Croydon. I, along 
with my fellow students, was set a research project of examining recently completed housing schemes in 
preparation for a design project for new housing in Newtown, Montgomeryshire.

However, this period generally saw 
better quality residential buildings 
being built in Park Hill and better 
quality commercial buildings 
being built in central Croydon but, 
unfortunately, we seem to have gone 
backwards over the past 20 years, 
both in terms of consultation and in 
terms of quality.

I served on the PHRA committee for 
some 15 years and became acutely 
conscious of how privileged I and 
my family were to live in such a 
unique area with its good schools, 
its trees, parks and green spaces 
and its diverse, well educated and 
multinational population.

PARK HILL SCHOOLS
We were in the fortunate position of 
now living opposite Park Hill Infants 
and Junior Schools. The infants’ 
school was at that time run by the 
politically correct A. Murray (Miss) 
whilst the headmaster of the junior 
school was the politically incorrect 
‘Jolly Joe’ Kitley (the name also given 
to the school’s first bus purchased 
on his watch). The school secretary 
throughout this period was Angela 
Egan, still living in Park Hill.

All four of our boys, Stephen, David, 
Andrew and Simon thrived in a close 
knit school community and there was 
a very active parents’ association 
which organised annual barbecues, 
firework displays and summer 
fetes. The latter evolved into truly 
international events with parents from 
different backgrounds hosting food 
tents featuring national food and 
drinks. The fetes were often opened by 
local parent and TV star, Floella (now 
Lady) Benjamin. 

And, speaking of show biz, who can 
ever forget the very professional 
production of ‘Guys and Dolls’ 
performed by the junior school in 1990?

All our boys went on to Archbishop 

Tenisons School which was then a 
two-form entry school under the 
leadership of Alan Glyn-Jones and 
more latterly, Richard Ford. There they 
benefitted from some outstanding 
teachers such as Ken James and 
David Matthews. The school was very 
active in promoting a wide range of 
extracurricular activities and, once 
more, our boys thrived and made 
friends for life.

ST. MATTHEW’S CHURCH
In 1980, we also became quickly 
involved with St. Matthew’s Church. 
At the time, Richard Taylor had just 
arrived as the new vicar and the 
older congregation, exemplified by 
families such as the Merefields and 
the Stratfords had been joined by 
an expanding group of new parents 
such as the Chambers, the Cacketts 
and the Wasefs. There was a good 
team of readers in place, each of 
whom had a distinctly different style 
of preaching; Lawrence Whiteside, 
Lloyd Stratford, Ken James and 
Gordon Aylott. The Sunday School 
had some 50 children in attendance 
and Jackie, being an R.E teacher at 
both Croydon High School and Old 
Palace school, led the classes with 
Lyn Gordon and many others.

The church also had a very strong 
social programme with parish 
weekends, social evenings as well 
as religious celebrations. The Youth 
Group led by Steve Tucker was 
especially active. I still have one 
memory at this time of sitting in a 
rabbit field in Kent at 6am with Mike 
Buckley planning a wide game for 
teenagers that evening.

The church went through a dark spell 
in the 90s when we were without 
a vicar for a long period of time 

but, thanks to the resilience of the 
congregation, backed by people such 
as Phil Riley and others, we weathered 
the storm and came back stronger 
under the new leadership of Phillip 
Gulvin and then Penny Brown.

INTO THE NEXT CENTURY
We, along with almost everyone else 
in the world, celebrated the new 
millennium with a party. Croydon 
Council decided to put on a firework 
display, setting off heavy artillery 
adjacent to the Water Tower and 
aimed apparently at our house where 
Jackie’s mother, visiting, lay cowering 
in her bed as mortar shells passed 
overhead. We, in the meantime, were 
at St. Matthew’s Church watching the 
fireworks from a safer distance and 
I have a clear memory of that night, 
watching Mike Buckley scrambling all 
over the church roof to get a better 
photograph of the pyrotechnics!

However, this account of our early 
years in Park Hill would be incomplete 
if I didn’t mention the 2001 event 
which we, along with our neighbours, 
Sue and David Bernstein and Roy 
Berry hosted to celebrate the 100th 
birthday of Water Tower House (some 
guests pictured below), our joint home 
for many years. We opened both 
sides of the main house to some 200 
guests, and along with an amusing 
address by David Bernstein, we 
mounted an exhibition with a timeline, 
photographs and plans of the history 
of the house, all supplemented by 
food and drink. The detailed history 
of the house was then outlined in the 
Park Hill Residents Magazine (Winter 
edition, 2001). We dubbed the party  
‘A Space Odyssey 2001’ and indeed, 
that is what those 21 years at 
Stanhope Road had become.

Peter Mulrenan remembers his first 21 years at Water Tower House

Above: Park Hill before all the development
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NOT A LOT OF PEOPLE KNOW THIS...

I have been following Richard Link’s fascinating 
series of articles on this subject (issues 143-5) and 
I noticed one or two interesting changes. 

My ‘A to Z’ of the 
early 1950s (left) 
shows Chepstow 
Road terminating, 
at its junction with 
Park Hill Rise. The 
link to Addiscombe 
Road was not there 
until the 1965 (OS 
map), pre-dating the 
Croydon Flyover of 
1969. The Avenue at 
the end of Stanhope 
Road continued 

onto Park Hill Road (now a footpath). The map also shows 
Radcliffe Road going no further south than its junction with 
Harland Avenue. To the east, the road layout is as it is today. 
Park Hill Rise joined Selborne Road, with no mention of 
Deepdene or Ranmore Avenues in the 1950s.

Back in 1937, the map of Park Hill (bottom right) clearly shows 
Stanhope Road leading straight through to join Park Hill 
Road. Selborne Road curved round into Park Hill Rise, and 
Radcliffe Road turned from Harland Avenue and Sandilands. 
It’s fascinating to compare these road layouts with today’s!

The bridge over the railway, joining Fairfield and Barclay 
Roads, was opened a little earlier than stated, in July 1957, 
as ‘Fairfield Bridge’ but with a pavement on the south side 
only. In conjunction with the general widening of this through 
route in the 1990s, a pavement was added on the north side 
and this part of the bridge curiously named ‘Arnhem Bridge’ 
and unveiled in September 1994. Two plaques commemorate 
these events. Incidentally, I have never seen a photo of the 
former footbridge over the railway as a continuation of 
Fairfield Path (does anyone have one?).

In the late 1950s/early 60s my family and I would travel over 
to Berkshire to visit my grandmother, our route (by car) taking 
us via Addiscombe Road, Park Hill Road (into which a large 
road sign read ‘TO THE SOUTH’) which, for some reason, 
always caught my eye. Then it was via Old Town (pre-flyover) 
and points west. The street name ‘Pump Pail’ always used to 
amuse us!

As regards road-names, St Arvans Close and Tidenham 
Gardens (off Chepstow Rise) are named after villages in 
Monmouthshire and Gloucestershire respectively. Chepstow 
itself is, of course, well-known. I have no idea why these 
names were chosen.

The name ‘Engadine’ (the former house mentioned part 
2), and now part of an estate off Chichester Road, refers 
to a long high Alpine valley in the eastern Swiss alps. There 
is an Engadine Street in SW18. ‘Altyre’ apparently has 
Scottish connections and there is an Altyre Way and Close in 
Beckenham.

The Brownborne Estate is clearly a contraction of Brownlow 

and Selborne Roads. Radcliffe Road was named after the 
grandly-named Mr Delmé-Radcliffe, later owner of the 
Addiscombe Place estate (early 1800s).

He sold the estate to the East India Company for use as a 
military academy. Chichele Gardens takes its name from 
one of the many Archbishops of Canterbury (AD1414). The 
Woodside-Selsdon railway had quite a chequered history, 
having been opened as virtually a southward extension 
of the Mid Kent line to Addiscombe via Elmers End. There 
was an additional halt (Spencer Road) between Coombe 
Lane and Selsdon Road, disused after 1915. As mentioned in 
part 2 (Spring issue) the line involved quite substantial civil 
engineering works – a cutting - and three tunnels, from north 
to south: Woodside, Park Hill (the covered way) and Coombe 
Lane. All three survive, of course, as part of Tramlink. Local 
passenger services were withdrawn at the end of 1916 after 
which the line saw miscellaneous use such as empty workings, 
goods trains and specials.

The line was electrified in 1935 with through passenger trains 
to Charing Cross or Cannon Street, either from the renamed 
stations of Sanderstead or Selsdon, neither station being 
close to localities they purported to serve! Loadings were 
always light and the Saturday service withdrawn in 1967.

The writer was, perhaps, one of the very last semi-regular 
users of the line in the early 1980s between East Croydon 
and West Wickham via Elmers End, instead of taking the bus 
home from work. Complete closure came in May 1983, a little 
earlier than stated, the last train leaving Sanderstead in the 
late afternoon being well-laden with railway enthusiasts!

There are a number of interesting items to be found in Park 
Hill Park, including a commemorative plaque to Frederick 
George Creed, inventor of the teleprinter and a milestone, 
clearly removed from elsewhere, informing us that we are 9 
miles from Whitehall.

I was not aware of the existence of the thriller film ‘Our 
Mother’s House’, which was evidently made very close to 
where we live. Having ordered a copy, I shall be interested to 
see if any locations are identifiable. It received three stars in 
my film book.
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HomeDec
Painting & Decorating,  

Home Maintenance & Repair

• Reliable and friendly service
• Fully Insured

• References supplied
• Top quality finish

For a free, comprehensive estimate  
and advice, call David Wilson on

020 8654 6227 or 07960 073 604

email: homedec.david@yahoo.co.uk

Abbots Green, Croydon

 

Financial Services  
Independent, Personal & Local
My family has lived locally for over 40 years and as a firm we are 
particularly keen to increase our services in this area. We offer 
advice that is clear precise and bespoke for every client. Our aim 
is to help you achieve your aims, goals and aspirations.

www.hannaywealthllp.co.uk 

For more information or to book 
a meeting please contact: 
Anne Ratnam on 07834 384001
or 020 8991 9796  
email: ar@hannayllp.com

We offer an initial consultation at our expense, with no obligation. We 
use this opportunity to get an overview your current situation and 
understand what your priorities and concerns are. 

We offer a complete financial planning experience to help plan for you and 
your family’s future, which includes:-

• Tax planning to minimise the taxes 
you pay now and in the future  

• Inheritance Tax planning

• Investment Planning for growth  
and income

• Retirement Planning
• University and school fees planning
• Life Protection
• Income Protection
• Savings Advice

Please also refer to our website www.hannayinvestments.co.uk to read client testimonials.

We are authorised and regulated by the Financial Conducted Authority (FCA). Our registered number is 
919204 which can be checked on the FCA Register by visiting www.fca.org.uk

Wealth LLP

...with apologies to Sir Michael Caine (by Colin Read, resident of Tidenham Gardens)

(Sources: Croydon History in Field and Street Name by F.D. Stewart and London’s Local Railways by A. A. Jackson).
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SUPPORTING YOUR 
RESIDENT’S ASSOCIATION

It is our privilege to support the Park Hill Community as a resident’s association but producing a 
newsletter of this quality and booking spaces for community meetings and events is not free. The 
PHRA generates revenue through ads in this newsletter and through our membership fees. Yearly 
membership is only £5 (we do, however, offer another option for those experiencing financial 
hardship).

• All interior & exterior  
work undertaken

• 20 years experience
• Fully insured

• Polite professional service

email: d.Jackson842@sky.com
Tel: 01883 341 780

Mobile: 07946759463

 

Croydon Philharmonic Choir 
Everyone welcome, come and see us again! 

Christmas Cheer   
Tuesday 19 December 7.30 pm 

St Matthew’s Church, Chichester Road, CR0 5NQ 
Also with London Mozart Players at Fairfield Halls 

Christmas Concert Friday 8 December 
 

Open to All Singing Workshop 
Saturday 24 February 2024,  10 am – 4 pm 

Shirley Methodist Church, 2 Eldon Ave. CR0 8SD 
 

April in Fairfield 
Saint Saëns Requiem & Fauré Cantique de Jean Racine 

Together with Basingstoke Choral Society 
Saturday 13 April 2024 Fairfield Halls, Park Lane CR9 1DG 

 

Summer Concert 
Saturday 22 June 2024, 7.30 pm 

St Matthew’s Church, CR0 5NQ  music tbc. 
 

https://www.croydonphilharmonic.org  
 

 
 
 

Registered Charity 213084      Find us on Facebook 

A.W. NOKESA.W. NOKES
PROPERTY MAINTENANCE & REPAIR (EST. 1990)

Interior/exterior painting 
and decorating, fencing, 
tiling, carpentry, gutter 
clearing, plus all your 
maintenance needs.

- No job too small 
- Quality work at affordable prices

- Free Estimates
- Local to area
- Fully insured

Tele/fax: 020 8462 7066
Mobile: 07710 425 877

email: anokes@btinternet.com

Caspian
Carpet  Cleaners

Professional carpet and 
upholstery cleaning

“Enjoy brighter, 
fresher and 

healthier carpets”

Call: 020 8655 4060
Mobile: 07743 089965

caspiancarpetcleaners@yahoo.com

• Carpet cleaning
• Rug cleaning
• Curtain cleaning 

• Curtain alteration
• Upholstery  

cleaning

Discover more at  
greenthumb.co.uk

Croydon - 01689 849830 
croydon@greenthumb.co.uk

Scan 
here

MORE MOSS 
THAN GRASS?

For a healthier lawn, Aeration and 
Scarification, what we call machine work, 

releases compacted soil and reduces 
thatch (both causes of moss). 

For a free lawn analysis, contact 
your local GreenThumb branch. 

The more members we have in the area the more 
meaningful our appeals to other organisations like 
the council, developers, and the local police. At this 
point we only represent a small percentage of the 
area and we’re keen to change this. 

If you are not already a member of the PHRA, you can 
join by completing our membership form on Member 
Mojo at https://membermojo.co.uk/phra or scan the 

QR code (left):

If you’d like to donate more to 
support our work, you can find 
the Visit Store button in the “Your 
Membership” section of our Member 
Mojo site. 

Thank you to all of our members and thank you for 
your support!

*Please note if finances are tight for you right now 
there is a Member Mojo membership option listed 
as Special Circumstances. Please choose that option 
if you need to and then let the 
committee by email at know at 
phra.org@gmail.com 

** If choosing an offline  
payment option on Member 
Mojo please drop off cash or 
cheques to Fiona Nicol, 10 
Selbourne Road, CR0 5JQ. PARK HILL RESIDENTS

ASSOCIATION
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HOMECOMING CELEBRATIONS AS EAST CROYDON 
MEDICAL CENTRE REOPENS AT 59 ADDISCOMBE ROAD
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Tel: 020 8651 5514

East Croydon Medical Centre, a pillar of healthcare in 
our community, is delighted to announce its return to 
Addiscombe Road. Following an extensive period of 
renovations, the practice has breathed new life into its 
old site, creating a modern healthcare hub for residents. 
Practice Manager Sana Khan says: “East Croydon 
Medical Centre takes pride in its roots in East Croydon. 
Our reconstructed site on Addiscombe Road is not just a 
physical move; it’s a commitment to providing top-notch 
healthcare in a familiar and improved setting.”

Reconstructed for Excellence 
The Addiscombe Road site, though familiar, now boasts 
a fresh look with modern amenities and enhanced 
facilities. The reconstruction aimed not only to preserve 
the practice’s history but also to elevate the patient 
experience through improved infrastructure and 
technology. 

Patients can now benefit from 29 state-of-the-art 
consultation rooms, 3 reception areas, disabled and lift 
access, increased staff numbers and many more, ensuring 
that East Croydon Medical Centre continues to be a 
leading provider of quality healthcare in our community. 

Reopening Celebration 
The reopening marks a joyous occasion for both the 
practice and the local community. The practice remains 
deeply committed to serving the community’s healthcare 

needs with the same dedication 
and compassion that has 
defined it over the years. 

Feedback received from a 
patient: “It’s wonderful to 
have East Croydon Medical 
Centre back in action. The 
improvements are impressive 
and it’s comforting to receive 
healthcare in a place that feels 
like home.” 

Ongoing Commitment to Patient Care
As East Croydon Medical Centre resumes operations, its 
team of healthcare professionals is poised to continue 
delivering exceptional medical care. The practice’s 
commitment to patient-centric services remains 
unwavering, ensuring that each individual receives 
personalised attention and top-notch healthcare. 
Whether it’s health and wellbeing coaching or online 
consultations, East Croydon Medical Centre is here to 
address the diverse healthcare needs of our community.

Connect with Us 
Visit: www.eastcroydonmc.co.uk or phone 020 3657 4170 
for more information. Follow East Croydon Medical Centre 
on Instagram @eastcroydonmc to stay updated on health 
tips, community events and the latest in healthcare. 

phone 020 8688 1893 
mobile 0776 2525 738

Repairs •Upgrades •Installations
Product Advice

Data Recovery & Transfer • Revive old PCs
PC/Mac & Phone Security •Virus Removal
System Setup & Tuition •Wireless Networks  

Any other work undertaken upon request

Geoffrey Cox - qualified and highly experienced IT specialist

“I cannot speak highly enough of the  home service
I have received from Cyber 8”

“Very impressed... excellent quality of service,
in-depth technical knowledge”

“You have solved all my problems”

Cyber 8
®

Computer
Support Services
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OPENING TIMES 
Trade Counters: 7.00am - 5.00pm 

Office: 7.30am - 5.30pm  
MONDAY TO FRIDAY 

Over 100 years of experience as one of 
industry's biggest independent 
plumbing, building and timber 

materials distributor 
Harris & Bailey offer you more 

choice, lower prices and invaluable 
technical advice 

Whatever the size of your project 
H&B are well placed and ready 

to meet your needs 

Gas Safe Registered
(105136)

No job too small!
• Installation
• Servicing

• Maintenance
• Immersion heaters
• Landlord certificates

• Emergencies
• Fully Insured

Call: 020 8657 2803
Mobile: 07973 292027

 Safer Neighbourhoods Team 
Meeting Report - Autumn 2023

The latest Safer Neighbourhoods Team ward panel 
meeting was held on Monday, September 18th, 2023, at 
St. Matthews Church. This meeting was an opportunity 
to discuss critical matters affecting our community and 
share updates on ongoing initiatives. Key speaker at the 
meeting was the Minister of Policing and Croydon South 
MP, Chris Philp. The police team were there in force 
along with ward panel members and local community 
representation.
Chris Philp discussed both national and local matters, 
including changes to constituency boundaries, the 
prevention of double recording of offenses, addressing 
policing of mental health related call outs, and 
the introduction of enhanced policing for ASB and 
shoplifting using AI in facial recognition and the Police 
National Database, which has delivered good success in 
Manchester. As usual PCSO Ollie White reviewed the Ward 
crime and safety Statistics which remain low.

The Safer Neighbourhoods Team reaffirmed its policing 
priorities, including the protection of women and children, 
tackling vehicle crime and catalytic converter thefts, and 
ensuring the safety of younger children. The crimes in these 
areas has reduced over last year. Concerns about poor 

parking near schools and dangerous dogs in park were 
also raised. The panel are applying for funds to improve 
lighting in Lloyd Park footpath. A WhatsApp group for 
sharing safety and policy matters was introduced – this 
has proved useful in regard to a stabbing in Lloyd Park 
earlier in October. Thank you to all participants for their 
valuable contributions to this meeting. We look forward 
to continued collaboration and progress in making our 
community safer.

The next Safer Neighbourhoods Team ward meeting is 
scheduled for mid-December before schools’ break for 
Christmas. Please contact: GrahamVLyon@gmail.com to 
join. Most welcome! 

By Mrs Elena Kiernan

Wills/Lasting Powers  
of Attorney

• Prepared by a Solicitor  
at a fixed charge

• All appointments in your home
• Daytime or evening

• No VAT

Visit: www.gmwatts.com  

or call 020 8657 0391

Geraldine Watts LL.B. Solicitor
2A Ridge Langley

Sanderstead CR2 0AR

Parliamentary Boundaries 

If so, then you’re probably busier than ever! 
Or do you have time on your hands? Time 
to spare? Are you interested in finding out 
more about the community you share the 
rest of us Park Hill? 

Your Residents’ Association is made up of 
many different folk, some of whom are a bit 
older, some have retired, and feel they want 
to ‘give something back’ now they have a bit 
of time on their hands. Are you one of them?

Our MOJO campaign in our Summer issue 
had some success in 15 residents coming 
forward to help, mainly to help with events, 
but did you miss it? If you care about Park 
Hill, preserving our unique heritage and 
keeping the developers under close scrutiny, 
please join us - we do need you.

If you have writing skills and would like to 
contribute to our next Newsletter in April 2024, 
the copy date for articles and photographs is 4th 
April.  There might be a subject which you feel 
passionately about – if so, please let me know. 

Just email me at jc@jca-design.com or 
phone or text on 07958 379 335. 

ARE YOU RECENTLY 
RETIRED or NEW TO 

PARK HILL?

PARK HILL NEWS EDITOR/
PUBLISHER &
ADVERTISING 
John Chambers 
Tel: 07958 379 335 
email: jc@jca-design.com

YOUR PHRA TEAM:
Penny Channon (Chair)

John Chambers (Park Hill News)

Fiona Nicol (Membership and 

Website)

David Stanton (Treasurer)

Robert Webb (Minutes Secretary)

The publication of an 
advertisement in Park Hill News 
implies no endorsement by the 
Association of the advertiser or 
his/her products or services. If you 
use any of the services advertised, 
please give us feedback and 
let them know that you saw the 
advertisement in Park Hill News.

(with thanks to Roy Colbran, Secretary of Whitgift RA)

The recommendations of the independent Boundaries 
Commission for the next general election became final on 
27th June after two years of work. Here’s what it means 

for us. Our ward, Park Hill and Whitgift is now to be joined up 
with Croydon South, so we are to be combined with Purley, 
Sanderstead, Coulsdon and Kenley - as the northernmost 
part of the constituency. The total electorate for the revised 
constituency is around 71,541 of which we are the smallest 
ward at 3,957. The legal requirements of the independent 
commission mean that every constituency in England must have 
an electorate between 69,724 and 77,062 apart from the Isle of 
Wight which, by law, must have two constituencies. Addiscombe 
and Shirley become part of Croydon East along with New 
Addington and Selsdon. As you know, the MP for Croydon 
South is Chris Philp who, as we go to press, is Minister for Crime, 
Policing and Fire with responsibilities, among other things, for 
policing, the criminal justice system, fire and Grenfell.

wonderful
season of the year together 

COACHING    EVENTS    CODING

Let’s celebrate the most

WISHES YOU ALL A MERRY CHRISTMAS AND
HAPPY HOLIDAYS

Our Cultural Extravaganza events, coaching and coding classes
inspire and empower the next generation to unleash their

boundless potential and ignite a spark of wonder 
within their hearts

07876 316 527 
CONTACT

compukonnect@gmail.com

From John Chambers, Editor
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17 Elizabeth Court • 1 The Avenue • Croydon CR0 5PA

OVEN CLEANING SERVICE
in Your Own Home

using eco-friendly products

Single Ovens  ................ £50

Hobs .................................. £15

Extractors ....................... £15

Replace Bulbs ................. £5

Microwaves ................... £15

Also repairs to: cookers, ovens, washing  
machines, dishwashers and dryers.

Installation; microwave testing

Mobile: 07960 272 493

ON PATROL WITH THE MET
October saw the first 

Community Partnership 
‘Day of Action’ in 

Croydon; anyone who wanted 
to join in was welcome to do so. 
We met near Croydon College. 
We were a very mixed bunch, 
some possibly students, some 
of us retired. Some came from 
Neighbourhood Watch, some 
from residents’ associations, 
some from Croydon BID’s team. 
I think we all cared about 
Croydon and want it to become 
a better place. 
We went in twos, along with two 
policemen. We were with some of 
the town centre rapid response 
team, out on foot for a change. It 
was clear that flooding Croydon 
town centre with police had a 
beneficial effect, sending potential 
wrong doers scurrying to hide. 
We walked around, seeing the 
mundane work, like the man who 
wouldn’t show his tram ticket or the 
woman needing some advice. The 

police clearly look at people and 
places differently from the rest of 
us. A young lad smoking cannabis in 
North End was dealt with firmly but 
courteously. No evidence was found 
to prove that a suspected drug 
dealer was what he seemed. 

We walked down alleyways and 
round car parks that I didn’t know 
existed (and never want to see 
or smell again). Police eyes were 
checking everywhere and everyone. 
Several people came up to say we 
were doing a great job. They were 

likely pleased with the large police 
presence. I was pleased that a 
few days later a van load of police 
arrived to crack down on crime 
around East Croydon station and I 
heard of another day of police action 
at the station. Hopefully not too 
many local police are being diverted 
to Central London, undoing some of 
the good of more visible policing in 
Croydon. The afternoon increased 
my respect for the town centre 
police. My fitness tracker was very 
happy, but my feet less so.

By Fiona Nicol 
 Friends of Park Hill Park

Working hard to improve facilities in our Park
Successful Children’s events - This summer the 

Friends were part of 
Croydon’s London Borough 
of Culture with 6 successful 
children’s events; ‘Choogh, 
Choogh’ by Beeja and 
‘Stories in Gardens’ by 
Jenny Lockyer. Thanks 
to local residents who 
voted for the park whilst 
shopping at TESCO, the 
Friends got a grant to 
facilitate ‘Autumn Stories 

in Gardens’ in September with resounding success (see 
above photo by J.Kiss of Beeja’s Turban workshop). 

Refurbishment of the tennis courts - Croydon 
Council recently announced a £550k grant from the 
Lawn Tennis Association (LTA) to refurbish its tennis courts, 
including those in Park Hill Park. However, the courts will 
become ‘Pay to Play’; a worry during the cost of living crisis 
for locals who currently use the courts for free. After an 
urgent meeting with those involved and the council, the 
following news emerged: 

• Park Hill Park will have 3 refurbished tennis courts 
funded by the LTA; the current play court will become  
a tennis court. 

• The refurbished courts will become ‘Pay to Play’ at £5 
per hour; this charge is required by LTA in order to create 
a ‘sink fund’ for future maintenance. 

• ‘Better’ will administer the charges, the ‘sink fund’ and 
maintenance of the courts - NOT the council. 

• There will be 7 FREE sessions available a week. The 
Friends asked for more but were informed the hours were 
part of the LTA contract. ‘Better’ will advise how and 
when the FREE hours can be booked.

• Tennis sessions will be booked via the internet. We’ve 
asked that booking also be possible at ‘Better’ leisure 
centres and libraries where staff could help players 
navigate the process. www.better.org.uk/leisure-
centre/london/croydon. 

• Entry to the tennis courts will be via an access control 
system, as at Ashburton Park.

• They aim to complete the work in December, but the 
courts will not have lines painted until spring 2024.

• Coaching and taster sessions will be offered in 2024 
and we’ve asked that low-cost coaching is available for 
under 10’s in school holidays. 

The Friends will see if 106/CIL money can be allocated by 
the council, especially for cricket and basketball. We’ll post 
updates via Facebook and posters in the park and we are 
updating our website www.parkhillpark.org.uk.

DOMESTIC &  
COMMERCIAL

A. J. TAYLOR
Tel: 0793 2032395/020 8651 4260

email: djtaylorandson@yahoo.co.uk
• Extra sockets

• House rewiring
• Heating

• Lighting points
• Security lighting

• Office rewiring
• Maintenance
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3983 BEV East Croyden Mag Ad
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Our East Croydon experts are proud to be the agent  
of choice for Park Hill residents in 2023. We’re driven  
to support your exact needs in all things property,  
with personalised advice in:

Speak to our professionals  
today for a free valuation:  

020 8688 1161 
croydon@bairstoweves.co.uk 
bairstoweves.co.uk

TO YOUR WINNING  
PROPERTY
Leading the race

  Sales
  Lettings
  Mortgage Services
  Land & New Homes
  Property Management
  Conveyancing

…and much more
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Bairstow Eves, 22 Norfolk House, George Street, Croydon, CR0 1LG


