CROYDON NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH UPDATE

October 2021

NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH IN ACTION

Crime Prevention Day & AGM
Saturday 6th November 2021
Royal Russell School, Coombe Lane, Croydon, CR9 5BX
Pre-registration is required, open to anyone who
would like to attend & not only members, so please
do share with your neighbours, watch, friends,
relatives, faith groups, etc, the more the merrier.
Arrive from 9am, the event will be opened by the
Mayor of Croydon at 9.30am promptly, finishing
3pm. Followed by the AGM (for members only).
The conference will give you the opportunity to
meet CBNWA coordinators, listen to some excellent
presentations from our guest speakers, ask
questions and enjoy lunch. There will also be a
raffle and a Q&A session. Guest speakers include:

Steve Phaure from CVA
Chief Inspector Craig Knight
Trish Burls from Trading Standards
Sharon Kilborne on Hate Crime Awareness
Haydar Muntadhor , Radicalization & Extremism
John Hayward-Crips from Neighbourhood
Watch Network
Inspector Cathy Thomas from South Croydon
Safer Neighbourhoods Team
Ample parking is available on site. The school is a 5
min walk from the ‘Coombe Lane’ tram stop on the
line to New Addington.

How to book your place(s)
Please make a payment of £10 per person via
bank transfer to:
CBNWA, Lloyds Bank Plc
Account no: 03 04 93 48
Sort Code: 30 92 45
Please include the guest name(s) as a reference
Copy the below text and email nhw@cbnwa.com :Guest name(s):No. Guests attending:Lunch:- Yes / No
Amount paid via bank transfer :-£
CBNWA Co-ordinator: Yes / No
Any dietary requirements (eg, Nut or Egg allergy etc):** You will receive confirmation of your payment and
attendance, so if not received do not hesitate to contact
us to check
Panel Q&A – open discussion
Please feel free to email any questions you would like to put
to CBNWA committee member John Gilhooly, Inspector
Cathy Thomas and Inspector James Weston (SNT) in
advance to nhw@cbnwa.com by Friday 29th October.
There will also be the opportunity to submit these on arrival
during registration on the day.

CBNWA

Cost: £10 per person*
Including tea & coffee and lunch served in the
school canteen

*Please note that this price also includes a
contribution towards the CBNWA charity, should
you not wish to join us for lunch we would ask that
you kindly pay a donation on the day towards tea &
coffee instead, but please note that you are unable
to bring you own food onto the school site (school
policy) or wander the premises.

The deadline has been
extended to:

Friday 29th October
as numbers have to be advised
to the school in advance

www.cbnwa.com
nhw@cbnwa.com
nhw @CBNWA
Registered Charity
number 1087760
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CBNWA Fundraiser Curry Night

Our first fundraising event of the year was held on Monday 11th October at the the
Royal Tandoori Restaurant in Selsdon and what a success it was!
Thank you to all our wonderful coordinators who came to support us and for bringing family and friends. It
was a fabulous night with great company, wonderful food and we cannot thank Badsha (and his team)
enough for his continued support of the charity.
A big shout out has to go to the ever lovely Vicky Bruce
(CBNWA coordinator) for running the raffle for us on the night.
The night raised a total of nearly £1000!
Thank you to all and see you next time.
Brian Udell
Chairman, CBNWA
Royal Tandoori Restaurant,
226 Addington Road, Selsdon CR2 8LD

Children love Halloween because of the costumes and treats,
but this also brings serious safety risks. Kids are twice as likely
to be hit by a car on Halloween as they are other nights of the
year. Burns and cuts also are common around this time.
Before you decorate your pumpkins:
Leave carving to an adult.
Use candles with care. Place candlelit pumpkins on a
sturdy surface away from curtains and other flammable
objects. Never leave candlelit pumpkins unattended, or
use flashlights, battery-operated flameless candles or
glow sticks instead.
Choosing costumes wisely:
Choose flame-retardant materials. If your child will be
outdoors after dark, attach reflective tape to his or her
costume or treat bag.
If it's chilly outdoors, make sure your child's costume is
loose enough for warm clothing to be worn underneath but not long enough to cause tripping. Avoid oversized
shoes and high heels.
A mask can obstruct your child's vision, especially if it
slips out of place. Use nontoxic makeup or face paints
instead.
Before your children start trick-or-treating:
Pin a piece of paper with your child's name, address and
phone number inside your child's pocket in case you get
separated. Encourage older kids to trick or treat with
friends, parents or older siblings. Make sure someone in
the group has a flashlight with fresh batteries.

Set ground rules. If your child will be trick-or-treating
without you, plan a familiar route and set a curfew.
Review safety rules, including staying with the group,
walking only on the paths, approaching only clearly lit
homes, and never going inside a home or car for a treat.
Have your child carry a mobile phone.
inspect the treats before your child eats them. Discard
anything that's not sealed, has torn packaging or looks
questionable. If you have young children, weed out gum,
peanuts, hard candies and other choking hazards. If
your child has food allergies, check labels carefully.
And if you'll be driving on Halloween:Watch for children crossing the street.
Be especially careful entering or leaving driveways
and alleys.
Extra caution can help ensure Halloween safety for
everyone!
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Land Rover Thefts

Are you following Croydon Police on the nextdoor app?
CBNWA are back on under Croydon Police
so keep an eye out for updates

Land Rovers and similar 4x4's are being targeted throughout
Croydon and Keyless car crime is on the up!
If you have a ‘keyless entry’ car then make sure your keys are
kept well away from doors and windows. Look to keep your car
key in a screened box/tin/bag so that the signal can’t be ‘copied’
and used to open your car – and don’t forget to do the same with
any spare set.

South Croydon SNT

StreetSafe
StreetSafe is an online reporting tool where you can
anonymously report areas where you feel unsafe and why. The
data is being collected as part of a pilot to find out ways in which
the streets could be improved to tackle Violence Against
Women and Girls (VAWG). Your opinion matters to us – report
online at
https://www.met.police.uk/notices/street-safe/street-safe/

Secure Your Shed!

Ensure that access to the rear of your
property is secure and sheds are locked.
Sheds and garages are often vulnerable as
they are not very secure and contain tools
with which the burglar can use to assist them
to gain entry into a home.
Secure sheds with a hasp and staple fitted with a closed shackle
padlock.
Shed windows can be reinforced with grills. For added security,
consider a battery-operated shed alarm. They look low key but
they respond to movement or door contact with an extremely
loud siren.
Secure garage doors by installing additional security such as
padlocks to provide multiple locking points or using floor
mounted locking T bars.
If items can be seen from outside, they will be vulnerable so
cover them up and tidy away tools.
Use a ground anchor to secure motorcycles, bicycles and other
high value items to stop them being easily removed. Tools can
also be chained to floors and walls to prevent their easy removal.
Ladders and tools left outside and insecure can often be used to
break into or access your home so ensure these are locked to a
ground anchor or put away after use

SNT meet up dates are often posted on
Nextdoor and we will try to share as many
as possible with you:Waddon SNT
10 November 2021 - 1-2pm
Costa at the Colonnades Purley Way

The Met want more woman!
The Met are carrying out a new
recruitment drive across London, to get
more women and BAM people to join the
police. Currently only 15% of the police
are BAM, whereas the BAM population in
London is 45%.
The first recruitment event will take
place in Thornton Heath on the 21st
22nd 23rd and 24th October by the
clock tower next to Tesco from 10.00am
to 8.00pm each day.

The Safer Neighbourhood Team are running “tables” at various community events to give people advice on
how to stay safe, there will be one at our CBNWA Crime Prevention Day on 6th November with giveaways!
We hope to keep you updated from here on of the various others around the borough
as and when we hear. Check Nextdoor as well for updates.
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Valley Park "car meets"
If you hadn't already heard, the evening
of 16th September saw a large scale
police operation take off to tackle the
dangerous "car meets" that have been
taking place in Valley Park Industrial
Estate.
Police arrived and were met by a hostile
crowd of hundreds.

A total of 21 vehicles were seized for a
myriad of offences, a further 16 vehicles
and the drivers were issued with Section 59 Warning
Notices which if they fail to comply with means their vehicle will
also be seized. 4 drivers were also caught for driving without insurance
and processed accordingly.

Town centres to be bolstered with
hundreds of new officers
The Met has announced details of how town centres will be
bolstered with hundreds of new police officers
in local policing boost.
London will soon be getting an additional 650 police
officers who will work solely in busy public places and
other areas, including those where women and girls
often feel unsafe.
Five hundred officers will form town centre teams
across the capital and will be based permanently in
busy neighbourhoods.
The public regularly ask for more visible policing
presence in their local areas. Placing them in these
locations is a really important part of how the Met is
responding to helping communities feel and be safe.
The extra officers will patrol at the times that will have
the most impact on crime as well as on public safety,
such as in the evenings.
A further 150 officers will join London’s dedicated ward
officers – commonly referred to as ‘Bobbie’s on the beat’
– who are already based in communities and work with
Londoners to drive down crime and problem solve local
issues, including concerns raised by women about areas
or individuals.

It is one of the ways the Met is investing the
recent increase in police officer numbers, and
tackling the things that most matter to
Londoners - such as driving down all forms of
violent crime, including domestic abuse and
violence against women and girls.
The town centre teams follow the creation of
12 Predatory Offender Units in 2020, which to
date have arrested more than 2,000 suspects
for domestic abuse, sex offences and child
abuse; and continue to focus on the most
dangerous offenders who present the highest
harm to women and girls.
The full article can be found here:https://news.met.police.uk/news/towncentres-to-be-bolstered-with-hundreds-ofnew-officers-434896

WARD PANEL MEETING'S
South Croydon 25th October 6.30-8pm
Emmanuel Centre, please contact Elizabeth Ash croydonneighbourhoods@gmail.com for further information
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Croydon Trading Standards - Community Alert
Friends Against Scams is a National Trading Standards Scams Team
initiative, which aims to protect and prevent people from becoming
victims of scams by empowering people to take a stand against
scams.
Learn how to protect yourself and your loved ones from scams.
Complete the Friends Against Scams awareness session and help to Report to Action Fraud 0300 123 2040
if you have been the victim of a scam
raise awareness throughout your community. Please use the link
or call Citizens Advice Consumer
below to the online Scams Awareness session and help Croydon
Helpline 0808 223 1133 if you require
Trading Standards raise awareness and protect our residents:
advice on an issue you are
www.friendsagainstscams.org.uk/elearning/Croydon
having with a trader

Illegal Firework sales
Trading Standards have advised everyone to watch our for illegal firework selling over the next few weeks.
Unlicensed sellers operate door-to-door or selling from pop-up stalls in the street with the risk of
substandard fireworks that can cause serious accidents.
Please report directly to Trading Standards on 020 7407 1310 or 1311 or email
trading.standards@croydon.gov.uk. Alternatively, and out of hours, ring the police on 101
Fake Celebrity Endorsements
Please be aware that there has been
a huge increase in scams where
fraudulent use of celebrity
endorsements is used by scammers
looking to utilise celebrities in order
to lure people into feeling secure
making a purchase. The products
often do not even exist and once the
scammers have your payment
details they often take large sums.

More information on all
these can be found on the
Which? website
www.which.co.uk
under 'Scam alerts'

More than £355m lost to bank
transfer scams in the first half
Fake NHS Covid-19 PCR text
of 2021
A fake text message purporting to
Of the £355.3m lost to bank
be from the NHS has been
transfer scams in the first half of
circulating, demanding that you
the year, just £121.7m was
‘order a PCR testing kit’. The
reimbursed to victims – just
message tells you to order a PCR
42.4% of the overall losses. Not
test kit from a dodgy website, which
only is more money being lost,
asks for your personal information.
but less money is being repaid to
Do not give it out, this is most likely
fraud victims. UK Finance says
a phishing scam
fraud is ‘now at a level where it
poses a national security threat’,
Text scams are at their highest rate on
and is calling on the government
record and over a 90-day period from
May to July 2021, 53% of texts reported for coordinated action, and to
ensure that all economic crime is
to the 7726 service - a free text service
that enables you to report spam texts - brought within the scope of the
were fake parcel delivery messages and Online Safety Bill.
37% impersonated banks.

Fake Wetherspoon meal voucher
competition
Fake meal vouchers are being
promoted on Facebook, despite
the chain shutting all its social
media accounts in 2018. Users
who comment on the posts
published by the pages imitating
the pub chain are told that they will
win meal vouchers if they receive
comments from Wetherspoon. But
these comments come from
scammers who have set up the
pages.
HMRC scams double in a year
Tax-related scams have continued
to rise during the pandemic and
HMRC responded to more than 1m
scam reports in the past 12
months. Fraudsters often try to
mimic HMRC’s messages so they
look authentic – be it through scam
phone calls or fake web pages – as
victims are more likely to transfer
money to an institution they
recognise and trust.

